 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Ask an usher for large-print bulletins and/or hearing phones.
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Before the service begins, we invite you to place a representation of your cultural heritage, if you brought one, on the altar table in the front of the sanctuary

GATHERING
 PRELUDE                           O Gott, du frommer Gott              Johannes Brahms                                         Gary Fitzgerald
 WELCOME                                                                              Peter Dennebaum

(Closed microphone because of Communion)
 CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                 Peter Dennebaum 

 *OPENING HYMN
                Toda la Tierra                                                 NCH, #121      

(Hymn of the month for December)
  INVOCATIONAL & CONFESSIONAL ADVENT LITURGY FOR PEACE 
Peter Dennebaum

     All: Holy God, We long for your peace as we hear you calling us toward you.

     Window side: As a community we have journeyed across centuries following 
     that call, seeking to know you.  

     Parlor side: Established in the ashes of a civil war, our ancestors created this 
     church to be a home for all races to do the work of reconciliation.

     Window side: Over a century later we affirmed our commitment to a just 
     peace in which all people – all people -- can experience shalom within them 
     and around them.

     Parlor: We know that work remains. 

     Window: We know that despite varied and recurrent efforts, racism and 
     cultural biases have not been extinguished from our midst.  

     Parlor: We know that the world assaults peace, and that tensions tear the 
     tender bonds between diverse communities.  

     Window: We know that the darkness of the world seeks to snuff out the light 
     of peace, and we know that we do not always do enough to protect and feed 
     Your divine flame.

     Parlor: As the community manifest here today, standing on the shoulders of 
     the saints who have come before us, seeking to give constant birth to the 
     formative values we will pass onto our descendents….

     All: we reaffirm our claim to an identity that is deeper than race and culture, 
     and our commitment to become the beloved community: a reflection and 
     celebration of Your infinite manifestations.  We reaffirm this church’s 
     commitment to do the work of reconciliation and of just peace, to do Your 
     work.

     Window: To do this, Holy God, we need You here with us.

     Parlor: To whisper into our minds your wisdom; 

     Window: To breathe into our hearts your peace,

     All: To send us the One who shows us how it will be done, and in whose name 
     we pray.  Amen

Moment of silence
 WORDS OF ASSURANCE                                                                
 
 SHARING OUR FAITH             Bonnie Hardy, Patrick & Joseph Darling-LaGamma

                                 Song “When God Is A Child”                                  verse 2
     Text: Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth,
              giving a promise of safety and worth.
              When God is a child there's joy in our song.
              The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,
              and none shall be afraid.
 ANTHEM                                     Creating God
text by Jeffrey Rowthorn, music by David Hurd
 Text: Creating God, your fingers trace the bold designs of farthest space:

          Let sun and moon and stars and light and what lies hidden praise your 
          might.

          Sustaining God, your hands uphold earth's mysteries known and yet untold:

          Let water's fragile blend with air, enabling life, proclaim your care.

          Redeeming God, your arms embrace all now despised for creed or race:

          Let peace, descending like a dove, make known on earth your healing love.

          Indwelling God, your Gospel claims one family with a billion names:

          Let every life be touched by grace until we see you face to face.
                                                   PROCLAIMING                          

  SCRIPTURE READING                      Isaiah 11:1-3, 6
     A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
        and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
     2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
        the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
        the spirit of counsel and might,
        the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
     3His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

     He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
        or decide by what his ears hear..

       6The wolf shall live with the lamb,
        the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
     the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
        and a little child shall lead them. 

*SERMON HYMN                          Return, My People                                        NCH, #114

  SCRIPTURE READING                      Matthew 3:1-3
     In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,   

     proclaiming, 2‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’*
       3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
   ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
   “Prepare the way of the Lord,
     make his paths straight.” ’                   

  SERMON                                                                                      Susie Hayward

RESPONDING

 SHARING AT CHRIST’S TABLE

All are welcome – to Christ’s Table at First Church UCC– No exceptions! 
We come forward to gather around the table as the music is played.

[Front pews are left open for those who would prefer to sit.]

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1(spoken in unison)

We come to this table


Not because we must, but because we may;


Not because we are strong, but because we are weak;


Not because we have any claim on God’s blessing,


But because we stand in constant need of God’s mercy.


We come not to express an opinion or a doctrine,


But to seek a Presence and to pray for a Spirit.

 COMMUNION HYMN        Let Us Break Bread Together 

(please see insert)
*CHURCH AT PRAYER                                                             

  Pastoral Prayer, Prayers of the People,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Lord’s Prayer 
     Our God, who is in heaven, may even your name be holy. We pray that earth 
     may become as perfect as heaven, and that we may do your will. We ask you 
     today only for what we need, not what we want, and that you forgive us in the 
     same way we forgive each other. Free us from temptations and rescue us from 
     evil, for your way is best, and your power is the greatest, and nothing is better 
     than being with you always.   Amen.





*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

*COMMUNION PRAYER                                                             

*SHARING BREAD AND CUP                                                        

(We dip the bread in the cup of grape juice.)
*THANKSGIVING PRAYER (in unison)


     Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your table 

     by granting us the presence of the resurrected.  Strengthen our faith, 

     increase our love for one another, and send us forth into the world in 

     courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen

*CLOSING HYMN            O God Of Love, O God Of Peace                    NCH, #571

(please see at the end of the bulletin)

*BENEDICTION

Peter Dennebaum

 POSTLUDE            Plein Jeu, from Messe pour les Paroisses  Francois Couperin                                                                           Gary Fitzgerald
[image: image2.png]



Those who are able are invited to stand.  
                NCH = New Century Hymnal


Preacher: Susie Hayward has been a member of FCUCCDC for three years, and was ordained with the church's support in 2009.  She currently works at the U.S. Institute of Peace, supporting the efforts of religious leaders in divided societies to build peace and reconciliation.  At the end of the month, she'll be taking a sabbatical from work in order to partake in a seven month long walkabout the world. 

Worship Leader: The Rev. Peter Dennebaum dreams about our possibilities we will have, when we are in our new building. He dreams about developing our space to a spiritual place for the residents and workers in our new/old neighborhood – during the week as on weekends. He invites the congregation to think more about it and how we can make this happen.  

 
THIS WEEK
Today – Equal Exchange/Fair Trade Sale

2:00 pm     Fellowship Hour. Coffee Hour Hosts: Susie Hayward, James Estes, John 

                 Smeltzer, Karen Tramontano

2:30 pm     Advent Nurture/Diversity 

Tuesday, December 7

6:30 pm – Council church office

Thursday, December 9
5:45 pm     Outreach & Membership Commission, church office 
7:30 pm     Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday, December 11

1:00-5:00 pm - Caroling. If you’re interested, please contact John Marsh

Sunday, December 12 – Equal Exchange/Fair Trade Sale

                                     Deadline for “Secret Santa” gift for Shaw Ministries

12:00 pm    Bible Workbench

12:15 pm    Choir Rehearsal

  1:00 pm    Worship Service 

                  Preaching: Mari Castellanos

                  Worship Leader: Peter Dennebaum
  2:00 pm    Coffee Hour. Coffee Hour Hosts: Marie Rietmann, Harry Knox, Mike 

                  Bozeman, Maria Snyder
  2:30 pm    Advent Nurture/Diversity

Birthdays:
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1December 5
 - Phyllis Evans, December 7 - Grace Bassler, Diana Gomez de Molina,

December 11 - Emily Marsh

Ministers:

Interim Music Director:

Peter Dennebaum

Gary Fitzgerald

Bonnie Hardy

Mail address: 309 E St, NW, Washington, D.C. 20001 (at First Trinity Lutheran Church)

Office address: 500 3rd St., NW., Suite 102, Washington, DC  20001

voice  202.628.4317
web  www.fccuccdc.org 
fax  202.347.4911

First Congregational United Church of Christ

A Just Peace, Open and Affirming,

Multiracial and Multicultural Congregation

Intentionally Inclusive…Expect the Unexpected

Vision of Peace
                                                   

December 5, 2010 – Second Sunday of Advent

             

                       SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Christmas Poinsettia Order Form
           My [our] name (s)                                                                               
       

          In honor of      

                                                        OR

           In Memory of




           Number of plants at $12 each ____

          Enclose payment -

          Write a check to: First Congregational UCC  

          Please mark “Poinsettias” on the check memo


1] drop check and order form in the offering or


2] mail them to the church at 309 E Street, NW., 


    Washington, DC  20001

                             Deadline to order Poinsettias is December 13;

                        your order needs to be received by then--thank you!



CD recordings of today’s worship service are available following worship.


Families and children are invited to sit together in the first two rows on the left hand side of the church facing the lectern.











