“GOD WITH US”  (Matt 1: 18-25) – by Rev. Peter Dennebaum

God’s peace with u!

Last week Mari preached about Mary’s Magnicat and her praise. Last week Mary was only pregnant. Today we will hear the beginning of the birth story– and we will hear more next Friday on Christmas Eve.  Let us read together, what belongs to us: The scripture! Let us read from Matthew, chapter 1, the verses 18-25. And after reading you again invited to speak out loud the sentence, phrase or word, which has become important to you while reading. Let us read the  “The Birth of Jesus the Messiah”. 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 22All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,    and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. …. AMEN
Is there something, which has become important to u, while reading? It could be a word or a phrase – something, which caught your attention. Please feel free to speak out loud, repetitions are welcome …

[Please pray with me: 

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart be always acceptable in your sight, O God, my strength and my redeemer. Amen.]
Everything about Jesus birth story is poetry. The story is not about HOW Jesus was born in Nazareth in Galilee, but HOW he is born as son of God in our heart. (“is” - not “was”) … What ever happened in these old days happens in our days, happens here and now, everywhere. 
All experiences of people with this man from Nazareth go back to a holy beginning. As we all had a holy beginning with a person, who has become important to us. We start to feel that we don’t want to be anymore without this person. We FEEL it, when a friendship starts, or a partnership. To be close to this person feels like the fulfillment of a provision, which seems to have existed already from eternity. 

Exactly this way people describe Jesus” appearance in their lives: They never saw in Jesus somebody, who came and just would pass by. They saw in Jesus somebody, who represented literally his name, which got introduced in our little story today by the angel: Jesus, this means: “God in person saves”. Jesus’ name corresponded his character; with Jesus on the side people experienced that the prison of their world got opened - through his fresh and freeing words.   

The story of Jesus birth needs the angel. The angel represents the divine. Who ever gets gently touched by the invisible wings of God will find new confidence to him- and herself and to life. In the space of divine mercy we find protection, the feeling of acceptance and an assurance, as if we would be born under the wings of God’s hand. 

And exactly this was, what Jesus tried to say all over, again and again: Nobody of us shall feel excluded or odd. Above each person shines the gleam of eternity. And exactly this will be promulgated [pró-mulgáted] at the end of days by the archangel Gabriel. Gabriel means “My strength is God”. 

What do we understand about Jesus, when we look at him this way? 

Our text calls Joseph “son of David’ – as Jesus will be called later. The Messiah is believed as a ‘son of David”. This is the reason, why the gospels of Matthew and Luke have an own genealogy [dschini-ólodschi] for Jesus – once constructed through Joseph as dad, once through Maria as mom. One thing is to acknowledge the difficulty of this kind of construction. But another thing it is acknowledge that Jesus obviously was the fruit of slow, but constant walking of God with his people. 

In a world, which seems to be without hold and orientation it is Jesus, who is able to convey ground, home in yourself, identity. What ever we know about Jesus, the stories tell about a person, who led people to themselves – through his own spirituality, through is own being in God, through his faith. In midst of all conflicts Jesus words and teaching do allow to find inner peace, spiritual serénity, and yes, even-tempered cheerfulness. 

We know how different people understood Jesus, when they called him “son of David” or Messiah, the ‘anointed one”, king of Israel.  Some understood it very earthly and expected Jesus to erect a national kingdom of power and magnitude --- in a time, in which Israel was in a sorry state, a passionate longing… But the crook of kings and presidents is always the cudgel [kad-schl], with which they beat the unwilling and disobedient. 

Jesus never wanted to be this way. HE used his hand to fondle the forehead of a woman, who was lying down with fever. He used his hand to take the hand of the young girl, who was lying down like dead. And he used his hand to prop up a paralyzed or distorted. Already the verbs we use to describe Jesus ministry speak their own language: To fondle, to take the hand, to prop up. Jesus used his forehead and thoughts and fixed them to the stars; Jesus taught us and TEACHES us to be magnificent. Born out of dust, yes --- but also at home with the stars of the night and the sun through the daytime. 

How do you think people called a person, who taught and conveyed this wonderful peaceful and just message: That even the least of Rome’s slaves shall learn to live with the same dignity as in the ancient world only kings and other powerful people used to? 

Such a person people called in those days ‘son of God”, “child of the sun and the light”. In our days we know this language usually only from poetry. But in those days such a person fulfilled the expectation in a real king. 

There is a way to lead people, that is internal, invisible, spiritual – without the need of any demonstrative power and violence. This way trusts the freedom of man, props up the beauty of humanity and allows us to live in the glamour of our longing – love!

Each of us, each human being is called to go towards this picture of him- or herself, his or her own angel, his or her own angel Gabriel. 

With all these great titles “king” or ‘messiah” we express Jesus uniqueness. But it is also true that Jesus refused to be put on a pedestal [pé-destel]. Jesus wanted US to sense our own magnitude on his side. But in a way that neither he not we would constrain any other person. Freedom and social sensitivity are for Jesus two sides of the same medal. Jesus never preached selfish freedom, Jesus preached a freedom embedded in relationships. 
Some people try to disperse Jesus preaching of Gods kingdom into the afterworld. They say that this world must be reigned by rational people. But my suspicion is that those people have only one dogma: That there is nothing, which they cannot use for any kind of profitable business. And these people are then really the “real” kings as we experience them: who have no scruple [skrupl] to walk over people – like we see it so often in ancient pictures from Egypt, Assyria or Persia [póé-scha].

Other people will tell you that that they know EXACTLY who God is and what God wants from you and for you. And they will preach it so impressive that again people get abased, dependent and pressed into the dust. In this annunciation God is made so lordly, so maestoso that we only can be small. …

In old Egypt and the myths of the ancient world a royal person was a son of light, born by the God of wind and the sun, the Egyptian god Amun-Re. The coming of this royal person was announced by the god Thot to the most beautiful woman at the kings court – telling her: That the new son will reign in truth and peace, for the blessing of all.  …. Does this sound somehow familiar? 

What would happen, if we would learn to read and understand these old texts, inclusive our own biblical one, as a symphony of longing, picture and charm? Wouldn’t our soul start to swing and sing? 

To be born by the God of wind, to be child of the wind is not only  mythological (..th…] language, it is also Hebrew thinking; God’s ruach is nothing else then the ‘wind” or “spirit. It was God’s ruach, which was over the waters in the beginning and created. And still creates. 

The wind balances between the zones of the cold and the warm. The wind connects and balances. The wind creates life, is a breeze on a hot and humid summer day in DC. To be born out of wind means to be able to connect the polarities, even to gain strength out of them. In the gospel of John, (chapter) 3, (verse) 5, Jesus says: 5…‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.” The nature becomes a symbol for life, when the wind touches through tree branches and over blossoms - and everything revives. Real life always happens without conscious human doing. Real life is always a gift, happens. The mystery of life was for our ancestors therefore virgin. Only the verdure [wóédschr] of the invisible wind creates new life, unnoticeable and all over again in ourselves. 

Yes, it is not without risk to disengage the wind and release the sun in our heart. But exactly this is Jesus character. Jesus lends this power of light and warmness of the wind to everyone, who understands him and accepts him in the heart. He is truly a royal human being, praised even by God in heaven. Jesus can make you to what you are called to be – and should be in Gods’ eyes: Yourself!
AMEN. 
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