
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 20, 2021 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Pride Sunday 
 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
945 G Street NW, Washington, DC 

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

(Please prepare your heart and space for worship.) 
 

OPENING CHIMES  
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY Hymn Prelude on “I Love to Tell the Story” Emma Lou Diemer 
 

WELCOME Rev. Sam McFerran 
 

OPENING HYMN God of the Sparrow (see page 7) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jason Carson Wilson 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT  Rev. Sam McFerran 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  Rev. Sam McFerran 
 

(Please unmute yourself and greet those around you with words such as “The peace of God be with you.”  

Let us bless one another with deep peace across time and space.) 
 

CENTERING MOMENT  
 

SCRIPTURE READING Emily Laing 
 

Deuteronomy 8:2-10, 14-16 

Remember the long way that the Lord your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, in 

order to humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep 

divine commandments. God humbled you by letting you hunger, then by feeding you with 

manna, with which neither you nor your ancestors were acquainted, in order to make you 

understand that one does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth 

of the Lord. The clothes on your back did not wear out and your feet did not swell these forty 

years. Know then in your heart that as a parent disciplines a child so the Lord your God disciplines 

you. Therefore, keep the commandments of the Lord your God by walking in God’s ways and by 

fearing God. For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams, 

with springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, and a land of wheat and 

barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land where 

you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and 

from whose hills you may mine copper. You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the 

good land that God has given you. 
 

Do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of slavery, who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid 

wasteland with poisonous snakes and scorpions. God made water flow for you from flint rock and 

fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to 

test you, and in the end to do you good. 
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SERMON  LaTayna Purnell 
 

MUSICAL SELECTION Over the Rainbow Arr. John Horman 

 Ava Pakiam, violin 
 

OFFERING  Rev. Sam McFerran 

As we worship virtually, we invite you to give in new ways. Send your check to the office, give online 

through our website at www.firstuccdc.org, which includes options to give through PayPal or Vanco. 

Consider signing up for auto-giving in this time of physical distancing.  
 

DOXOLOGY Lasst Uns Erfruen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR Rev. Sam McFerran 

Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 

for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN Help Us Accept Each Other (see page 8) 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Sam McFerran 
 

BENEDICTION  LaTayna Purnell 
 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Choral Prelude on “Lobet Den Heren” Emma Lou Diemer 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Music reprinted with permission by OneLicense A-720443.  
 

 

Following worship, please join us for Zoom coffee hour, a time of fellowship with one another. 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbcc_j16SNKQMnwLknPUo0DqXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx-NHFDr7d_aGICV5sjoJqMQ=&ver=3
http://www.firstuccdc.org/
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Connect with us! 
Connect with us! If you are worshiping from afar but would like to connect with the First Church 

community, please click here to fill out a Visitor’s Card and check out our newsletters on our website 

www.firstuccdc.org.  

We are so grateful to be extending our reach beyond the DC region and welcome you warmly! 

With gratitude we thank Alyx Cheng and Allison Truhlar for serving as our Zoom moderators each week. 

Their work makes our worship possible!  

We also thank Tom Sowers and Graham Marsh, our sound designers. 

 

Participating in Worship 
John Horman, Director of Music 

First Church Choir 

First Church Ringers 

Ava Pakiam, violin 
 

Music Notes 
Background on “Over the Rainbow”: Composer Harold Arlen and lyricist Yip Harburg often worked in 

tandem; Harburg generally suggesting an idea or title for Arlen to set to music, before Harburg 

contributed the lyrics.  For their work together on The Wizard of Oz, Harburg claimed his inspiration was 

"a ballad for a little girl who... was in trouble and... wanted to get away from... Kansas. A dry, arid, 

colorless place. She had never seen anything colorful in her life except the rainbow." Arlen decided the 

idea needed "a melody with a long broad line." 
 

By the time all the other songs for the film had been written, however, Arlen was feeling the pressure of 

not having the required song for the Kansas scene. Arlen would often carry blank pieces of music 

manuscript in his pockets to jot down short melodic ideas. Arlen described how the inspiration for the 

melody to "Over the Rainbow" came to him suddenly while his wife Anya drove: "I said to Mrs. Arlen... 

'let's go to Grauman's Chinese... You drive the car. I don't feel too well right now.' I wasn't thinking of 

work. I wasn't consciously thinking of work, I just wanted to relax. And as we drove by Schwab's Drug 

Store on Sunset I said, 'Pull over, please.' ... And we stopped, and I really don't know why—bless the 

muses— and I took out my little bit of manuscript and put down what you know now as 'Over the 

Rainbow.'" 

  

Emma Lou Diemer (born November 24, 1927 in Kansas City, Missouri) is an American composer. 

Diemer has written many works for orchestra, chamber ensemble, keyboard, voice, chorus, and 

electronic media. Diemer is a keyboard performer and over the years has given concerts of her own 

organ works at Washington National Cathedral, The Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels in Los Angeles, 

Grace Cathedral, and St. Mary's Cathedral in San Francisco, and others. 
 

Works include many collections and single pieces for organ as well as many for solo piano, piano 4-

hands, and two pianos. Her major chamber works include a piano quartet, string quartet, two piano trios, 

and sonatas and suites for flute, violin, cello, and piano as well as settings of the psalms for organ with 

other instruments. Diemer has written many choral works as well.  
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfncG_ftOletZsWlkW3avW2Q8Ae2TMoqz-W6E8nB4T1PBB7KQ/viewform
http://www.firstuccdc.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wizard_of_Oz_(1939_film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas_City,_Missouri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Americans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Composer
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She has written numerous hymns, several of which appear in church hymnals. Her songs number in the 

dozens, using texts by many contemporary and early poets including Walt Whitman, Amy Lowell, Sara 

Teasdale, Alice Meynell, Thomas Campion, Shakespeare, John Donne, her sister Dorothy Diemer Hendry, 

Emily Dickinson, Robert Lowell, and many others. 
 

Ava Pakiam: The video of Ava playing this arrangement of the “Over the Rainbow” melody was made 

when Ava was age 8.  She is now 11 and on full scholarship in the Pre-college Violin Program at the San 

Francisco Conservatory of Music where her mom teaches in the violin department.   Ava is the 

granddaughter of John Horman and daughter of Alastair Pakiam and Amy Beth Horman.   

 

Welcome Guest Preacher for Pride Sunday  

LaTayna Purnell, Member in Discernment 
LaTayna Purnell lives in Houston, Texas with her wife and two sons. Before moving to 

Houston six years ago, they called Massachusetts home. After over 25 years of working 

in education and nonprofits, LaTayna is following the call to ministry. She earned a 

doctorate in Educational Leadership Policy studies with concentrations in Gender 

Studies and African American Studies. Currently, she is pursuing a Master of Divinity 

with United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities. LaTayna is passionate about addressing racial injustice and 

systemic racism, and subsequently serves on FCUCC’s Anti-Racism Task Force. She enjoys spending time with 

family and friends, is an avid baseball fan, and fitness enthusiast.  
 

 

Phase 3 Schedule (for Limited In-Person Worship) 
We will continue “Phase 3” of our Regathering Plan next Sunday.  During Phase 3, small groups (up to 25 

persons) will be invited to attend worship in person to test our protocols and to begin the process of 

returning to regular worship at 10th and G.  Members of the following groups (and family unless noted 

otherwise) are invited to attend on the designated Sundays.  The Regathering Task Force may invite 

additional persons during Phase 3 on an ad hoc basis.  Questions?  Contact Kim Darling 

(kdarling@gmail.com), chair of the Regathering Task Force, or Moderator John Smeltzer 

(john.smeltzer@gmail.com).  For a copy of the regathering plan, click here,  For a copy of regathering 

FAQs, click here. 

 

Phase 3 Schedule 

June 27 Choir (members only) 

July 4 Staff & Liturgists only 

July 11 Outreach & Membership Commissions 

July 18 Care of Parish & Facilities Commissions 

July 25 Social Action Commission & Sanctuary Group 

Aug. 1 Finance & CE Commissions 

Aug. 8 Anti-Racism Task Force 

Aug. 15 Young Adults 

Aug. 22 TBD 

Aug. 29 TBD 
 

 

mailto:kdarling@gmail.com
mailto:john.smeltzer@gmail.com
https://www.firstuccdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Draft-Regathering-Plan-1.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Will/AppData/Local/Temp/here
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Racial Justice Audit Survey Closes June 30, 2021 
Please take the time to complete the congregational survey for our ongoing racial 

justice audit.  Your participation is vital for providing the feedback we need to examine 

our programs and to live into our commitment to becoming an anti-racist church.  

Click here to open the survey link.  The survey closes on June 30, 2021.   

 

 

All-Church Summer Book Read:  See No Stranger by Valerie Kaur 
This year’s selection is See No Stranger by Valerie Kaur.  Valerie is a Sikh activist, 

filmmaker, and civil rights lawyer.  In this memoir/manifesto, Valerie shares her personal 

experiences confronting racism, sexual assault, and police violence and her vision for a 

revolutionary love that can transform and heal our personal relationships, our 

communities, and nation.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer List 
Prayers of comfort for the family of Pat Ashbrook following her death. 

Prayers of gratitude and grace as we celebrate the music ministry of John Horman  

and bless his retirement. 

Prayers of joy as we celebrate Gay Pride 

Prayers of healing for Dwan Reece's daughter, Maya, with long haul COVID 

Prayers of comfort for the family of Suzanne Snyder, following her death. 

Prayers of comfort for Grace Bassler following Don's death. 

Byron Adams’ niece, Valerie, undergoing treatment for breast cancer. 

Prayers of hope for our Racial Justice Audit yearlong process. 

All those who mourn the loss of a beloved one. 

Families struggling to eat and make ends meet. 

Garnell Yarbrough, for continued healing 

People’s UCC, our sibling congregation 

Emmanuel Okorie-Dunn and Ellen Bushmiller, who serve as nurses. 

Rev. Laura Johnson and Rev. Diana Gomez de Molina, who serve as chaplains. 

 

https://forms.gle/NVmU1YVEQEN46q1A9
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God of the Sparrow 
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Phase 3 Protocol for In-Person Worship: 

• Please keep your mask on at all times 

• Observe physical distance from those outside your family group 

• Please refrain from singing 

• Place your completed survey in the basket as you exit 

• One family group at a time in the elevator 

• Remain in the sanctuary for an optional time of fellowship with one 

another 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Welcome to First Congregational UCC.  We were founded in 1865 by abolitionists as the first racially integrated 

church in Washington, D.C.  In 1867 our mission committee played a prominent role in the founding of Howard 

University.  The church has been located at its present site at 10th and G Streets NW since 1868.  In more recent 

years, the church affirmed its vision as an Open and Affirming (ONA) Church (1987), a Just Peace Church (1985), and 

a Multiracial/Multicultural Church (2003).  Our new building, constructed according to Gold LEED standards, was 

dedicated in 2012.   

 

First Church continues to follow its faith journey into the future, and to be a prophetic voice for the Spirit in the 

nation’s capital.  If you would like to know more about First Church or would like to make it your spiritual home and 

community, please contact churchoffice@FirstUCCDC.org or 202.628.4317.     

Ministers – Friends & Members of the Church 

Designated Senior Minister – Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss 

Associate Minister – Rev. Sam McFerran 

Director of Music – Mr. John Horman 

Building Manager – Mr. Byron Adams 

Administrative Assistant – Ms. Cindy Dobbs 

Sexton – Ms. Ines Marquez 

Members in Discernment – Lynaya Morris, LaTayna Purnell 

 

945 G Street NW, Washington DC 20001 

Phone:  202.628.4317 • Fax:  202.347.4911 
 

www.firstuccdc.org 

mailto:churchoffice@FirstUCCDC.org
http://www.firstuccdc.org/

