
 

 

Photo by Daniel Watson 

 

 

August 8, 2021 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
945 G Street NW, Washington, DC 

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

(Please prepare your heart and space for worship.) 
 

OPENING CHIMES  
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY We Gather Together 17th Century Dutch Melody 
 

WELCOME Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss 
 

OPENING HYMN Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee (see page 7) 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  Rev. Sam McFerran 

O God of love, God of power, you promise us abundant life rooted in your Spirit, but we have 

been too afraid to truly believe. We worship with our lips but withhold parts of ourselves for our 

own purposes and plans. We are bound by our need for certainty and so we sometimes miss your 

living presence breaking forth in the new thing you are doing. Renew us by turning our trust to 

you again. Amen.  
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  Rev. Sam McFerran 

Beloved Community, we belong to God by grace. With great joy we are connected to the source 

of all love and life. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  Rev. Sam McFerran 
 

(Please unmute yourself and greet those around you with words such as “The peace of God be with you.”  

Let us bless one another with deep peace across time and space.) 
 

CENTERING MOMENT Hands of the Healer Dave Wiesler 
 

SCRIPTURE READING LaTayna Purnell 

Jeremiah 17:1-11 

The sin of Judah is written with an iron pen; with a diamond point it is engraved on the tablet of 

their hearts, and on the horns of their altars, while their children remember their altars and their 

sacred poles, beside every green tree, and on the high hills, on the mountains in the open 

country. Your wealth and your treasures I will give for spoil as the price of your sin throughout all 

your territory. By your own act you shall lose the heritage that I gave you, and I will make you 

serve your enemies in a land that you do not know, for in my anger a fire is kindled that shall burn 

forever.  
 

Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their 

strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. They shall be like a shrub in a desert, and shall 

not see when relief comes. They shall live in parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited 

salt land. Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is in the Lord. They shall be like a 
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tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and 

its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear 

fruit. 
 

The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse--who can understand it? I the Lord test the mind 

and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways, according to the fruit of their doings. 

Like the partridge hatching what it did not lay, so are all who amass wealth unjustly; in mid-life it 

will leave them, and at their end they will prove to be fools. 
 

SERMON “Life Support” Sandy Sorensen 
 

MUSICAL SELECTION By the Stream Christopher Grundy 
 

OFFERING Rev. Sam McFerran 

As we worship virtually, we invite you to give in new ways. Send your check to the office, give online 

through our website at www.firstuccdc.org, which includes options to give through PayPal or Vanco. 

Consider signing up for auto-giving in this time of physical distancing.  

 

DOXOLOGY Lasst Uns Erfruen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, PASTORAL PRAYER, UNISON PRAYER Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss 

O Breathing Life, your Name shines everywhere!  

Release a space to plant your Presence here.  

Imagine your possibilities now. Embody your desire in every light and form.  

Grow through us this moment's bread and wisdom.  

Untie the knots of failure binding us, as we release the strands we hold of others' faults.  

Help us not forget our Source, Yet free us from not being in the Present.  

From you arises every Vision, Power and Song from gathering to gathering. Amen. 

 (Mark Berry, Emerging Church Movement) 
 

CLOSING HYMN God Be with You Till We Meet Again (see page 8) 
 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbcc_j16SNKQMnwLknPUo0DqXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx-NHFDr7d_aGICV5sjoJqMQ=&ver=3
http://www.firstuccdc.org/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss 
 

BENEDICTION  Sandy Sorensen 
 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Mile of Smiles Dave Wiesler 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Music reprinted with permission by OneLicense A-720443.  

 

Connect with us! 

Connect with us! If you are worshiping from afar but would like to connect with the First Church 

community, please click here to fill out a Visitor’s Card and check out our newsletters on our website 

www.firstuccdc.org.  

We are so grateful to be extending our reach beyond the DC region and welcome you warmly! 

With gratitude we thank Alyx Cheng and Allison Truhlar for serving as our Zoom moderators each week. 

Their work makes our worship possible!  

We also thank Tom Sowers and Graham Marsh, our sound designers. 
 

Following worship, please join us for our Zoom coffee hour, a time of fellowship with one another.  

The optional discussion question will be: What is giving you life in these times? 
 

Participating in Worship 
First Church Choir 

First Church Ringers 

Karen Ashbrook, Hammered Dulcimer 

Paul Oorts, Harp Guitar 

Pre-recorded hymns and anthems were created under the direction of John Horman. 

 

Welcome Today’s Guest Preacher: Sandy Sorensen 
Sandy Sorensen currently serves as Director of the United Church of Christ, Justice and Witness 

Ministries, Washington, DC office.  Sandy has served in a variety of capacities in her over 30 years of 

experience in the national setting of the United Church of the Christ, including work in communications 

and policy advocacy on civil rights, justice for women, voting rights and LGBTQ equality.  Sandy received 

a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology from Grinnell College and went on to earn her Master of Divinity 

degree from Yale University Divinity School in 1990.  She serves on the board of directors of the UCC 

Council for Health and Human Service Ministries and has been a board chair of the Religious Coalition 

for Reproductive Choice.  Sandy loves being in the mountains, cat videos, women’s basketball and 

Brussel sprouts.  

 

Karen Ashbrook and Paul Oorts (Music from the Cultural Crossroads of Europe) joined 

forces in 1996, musically and thereafter matrimonially, creating "wonderfully energetic 

and exquisitely arranged collaborations" (Washington Post). They have numerous 

recordings. For more information and upcoming performances, visit their website at 

www.karenashbrook.com. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfncG_ftOletZsWlkW3avW2Q8Ae2TMoqz-W6E8nB4T1PBB7KQ/viewform
http://www.firstuccdc.org/
http://www.karenashbrook.com/
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Today’s Second Sunday Offering on August 8:  

AMOS Health and Hope 
By Jamey Moore 
 

Our August Second Sunday offering is dedicated to AMOS Health and 

Hope. AMOS stands for A Ministry of Sharing Health and Hope and is 

also named for the Hebrew prophet.  Amos was a farmer who spoke out against the injustices of his 

time. His message about justice flowing everywhere is still relevant today. 
 

I first heard about AMOS from our guest preacher, Felicia Zamora. The dream for AMOS began in 

1967 with the work of Dr. Gustavo Parajón, a physician, medical missionary and American Baptist 

pastor. Faced with overwhelming need in the poorest rural villages, Dr. Parajón frequently remarked: 
 

“In Nicaragua, a doctor shouldn’t just be a doctor; a doctor must also be a teacher.” 
 

This vision for empowerment gave birth to an integral health care initiative devoted to local leadership 

development. The heart of Dr. Parajón’s work focused on communities themselves, teaching local people 

to provide basic primary health care services, thereby dramatically reducing unnecessary illness and 

death. This focus on strengthening communities through education and preventive care lives on in 

AMOS today.  
 

Through a community-based model, AMOS trains and empowers health promoters in rural areas to 

identify and treat common illnesses, right in their own villages. And at their community clinics in 

vulnerable neighborhoods of Managua, AMOS provides quality primary health care services to people 

who would otherwise be unable to afford them. 
 

No person should die from a preventable cause. People who live in extremely remote rural areas or in 

underserved urban neighborhoods deserve the same access to health care as people who live closer to 

health care facilities or who have greater access to resources. So please give generously to this worthy 

cause. For more information check out their website: www.amoshealth.org  
 

Summer Fun at Yard’s Park on August 21 
Join us on August 21 for summer fun at Yard's Park.   Come meet Rev. Amanda in person from 10:00 AM 

through noon on Saturday, August 21, at Yards Park.  Yards Park is located at 355 Water Street SE, 

Washington DC.  We will meet on the west bank of the water feature.  Consider packing swim clothes if 

you want to splash around and walking shoes to go for a stroll on the boardwalk.  For more information 

about Yards Park, including parking options, please check out their 

website:  https://www.capitolriverfront.org/yards-park/faqs.  We look forward to seeing you 

there.  Please contact Kristy Goodfellow Mills with questions at kristy.a.goodfellow@gmail.com or 

563.580.5558.  
 

All-Church Summer Book Read:  See No Stranger by Valerie Kaur 
This year’s selection is See No Stranger by Valerie Kaur.  Valerie is a Sikh activist, filmmaker, and civil 

rights lawyer.  In this memoir/manifesto, Valerie shares her personal experiences confronting racism, 

sexual assault, and police violence and her vision for a revolutionary love that can transform and heal our 

personal relationships, our communities, and nation.   

http://www.amoshealth.org/
https://www.capitolriverfront.org/yards-park/faqs
mailto:kristy.a.goodfellow@gmail.com
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Summer Read Book Discussion 
Join us by Zoom following the worship service on August 29 as we discuss our congregational summer 

read, See No Stranger, by Valerie Kaur. If you are in need of a book, please contact Rev. Amanda who 

has an extra book to share (donated by Jamey Moore). We hope you will join us for a deeper dive into 

this profound book. 
 

Theology Book Group: September 7 
The Theology Book Group meets next on September 7, at 7:00 PM, to discuss Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s 

classic and ever relevant, The Cost of Discipleship.  The meeting will be held on Zoom: 

https://georgetown.zoom.us/j/93643277834. All are welcome.   
 

Develop a Spiritual Practice: Come Meditate with Us! 
From Nora Marsh: for the past few years, I have had a regular spiritual (non-religious) practice of 

participating in our Wednesday 12:15-12:45 PM meditation group.  We previously met in the chapel but 

have been meeting remotely via Zoom since September during COVID.  We do a mix of silent and 

guided meditations with time on either end for checking in with each other.  Taking even ½-hour a week 

in a regular practice has been very grounding for me especially during the stress of COVID.   
 

We welcome newcomers and drop-ins, so please give it a try.  And it's free!  You can contact me, Nora 

Marsh, at knoramarsh@icloud.com or Amanda Hendler-Voss at ahendlervoss@gmail.com to receive an 

invitation on Wednesday mornings.  We hope to resume in the chapel in the near future. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Prayer List 

Prayers of healing for Lance Warren. 

Prayers of peace and liberation for Nicaragua, Cuba, and Haiti. 

Prayers of comfort for the family of Ron Hopson after the death of his nephew. 

Prayers of comfort for the family of Pat Ashbrook following her death. 

Prayers of healing for Dwan Reece's daughter, Maya, with long haul COVID 

Prayers of comfort for Grace Bassler following Don's death. 

Byron Adams’ niece, Valerie, undergoing treatment for breast cancer. 

Prayers of hope for our Racial Justice Audit yearlong process. 

All those who mourn the loss of a beloved one. 

Families struggling to eat and make ends meet. 

Garnell Yarbrough, for continued healing 

People’s UCC, our sibling congregation 

Emmanuel Okorie-Dunn and Ellen Bushmiller, who serve as nurses. 

Rev. Laura Johnson and Rev. Diana Gomez de Molina, who serve as chaplains. 

 

https://georgetown.zoom.us/j/93643277834
mailto:knoramarsh@icloud.com
mailto:ahendlervoss@gmail.com
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 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You 
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God Be with You Till We Meet Again 
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Phase 3 Protocol for In-Person Worship: 

• Please keep your mask on at all times 

• Observe physical distance from those outside your family group 

• Please refrain from singing 

• Place your completed survey in the basket as you exit 

• One family group at a time in the elevator 

• Remain in the sanctuary for an optional time of fellowship with one 

another 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Welcome to First Congregational UCC.  We were founded in 1865 by abolitionists as the first racially integrated 

church in Washington, D.C.  In 1867 our mission committee played a prominent role in the founding of Howard 

University.  The church has been located at its present site at 10th and G Streets NW since 1868.  In more recent 

years, the church affirmed its vision as an Open and Affirming (ONA) Church (1987), a Just Peace Church (1985), and 

a Multiracial/Multicultural Church (2003).  Our new building, constructed according to Gold LEED standards, was 

dedicated in 2012.   

 

First Church continues to follow its faith journey into the future, and to be a prophetic voice for the Spirit in the 

nation’s capital.  If you would like to know more about First Church or would like to make it your spiritual home and 

community, please contact churchoffice@FirstUCCDC.org or 202.628.4317.     

 

Ministers – Friends & Members of the Church 

Designated Senior Minister – Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss 

Associate Minister – Rev. Sam McFerran 

Building Manager – Mr. Byron Adams 

Administrative Assistant – Ms. Cindy Dobbs 

Sexton – Ms. Ines Marquez 

Members in Discernment – Lynaya Morris, LaTayna Purnell 

 

945 G Street NW, Washington DC 20001 

Phone:  202.628.4317 • Fax:  202.347.4911 
 

www.firstuccdc.org 

mailto:churchoffice@FirstUCCDC.org
http://www.firstuccdc.org/

