September 12, 2021
Homecoming Sunday
First Congregational United Church of Christ
945 G Street NW, Washington, DC

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome
here.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
(Please prepare your heart and space for worship.)
OPENING CHIMES
OPENING VOLUNTARY

Be Thou My Vision

WELCOME

Larry Shackley
Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss

OPENING HYMN

Holy, Holy, Holy

CALL TO WORSHIP

(see page 6)
Rev. Karen Byrne

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Rev. Sam McFerran

Eternal God, we confess that our nation has used tragedy as an
excuse for war rather than an opportunity to call forth greater
compassion. In our grief after 9/11, we targeted Sikh and Muslim
communities, especially men, as enemies. The cost of our violence
has been too heavy to bear. We have forgotten that the stranger
and even our adversaries are beloved by you and part of the
human community. Forgive our sins. Fire our holy imagination and
lead us in the ways of peace, Amen.
SILENT PRAYER
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
PASSING OF THE PEACE OF GOD

Rev. Sam McFerran

(Please unmute yourself and greet those around you with words such as “The
peace of God be with you.” Let us bless one another with deep peace across
time and space.)
CENTERING MOMENT

Aria (Goldberg Variation)

BWV 988

SCRIPTURE READING
Abigail Cipparone
Proverbs 1:20- 2:11
Wisdom cries out in the street; in the squares she raises her voice. At
the busiest corner she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she
speaks: “How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? How
long will scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate knowledge?
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Give heed to my reproof; I will pour out my thoughts to you; I will
make my words known to you. Because I have called and you
refused, have stretched out my hand and no one heeded, and
because you have ignored all my counsel and would have none of
my reproof, I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when panic
strikes you, when panic strikes you like a storm, and your calamity
comes like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you.
Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; they will seek me
diligently, but will not find me. Because they hated knowledge and
did not choose the fear of the Lord, would have none of my
counsel, and despised all my reproof, therefore they shall eat the
fruit of their way and be sated with their own devices. For
waywardness kills the simple, and the complacency of fools destroys
them; but those who listen to me will be secure and will live at ease.
My child, if you receive my words and treasure up my
commandments with you, making your ear attentive to wisdom and
inclining your heart to understand; yes, if you cry out for insight and
raise your voice for understanding, if you seek it like silver and search
for it as for hidden treasures; then you will understand the fear of
God and find the knowledge of God. For God gives wisdom; from
God’s mouth come knowledge and understanding; God stores up
sound wisdom for the upright and is a shield to those who walk with
integrity, guarding the paths of justice and preserving the way of
God’s saints.
SERMON

Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss

MUSICAL SELECTION
OFFERING

One Voice
Marsh Family Singers

The Wailin’ Jennys

Rev. Sam McFerran
As we worship virtually, we invite you to give virtually. Send your
check to the office, give online through our website at
www.firstuccdc.org, which includes options to give through PayPal
or Vanco. Consider signing up for auto-giving in this time of physical
distancing.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Rev. Sam McFerran

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss

COMMUNION PRAYER
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PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (unison)
Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;
for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Closing Hymn

God of Grace and God of Glory

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Sam McFerran

BENEDICTION
CLOSING VOLUNTARY

(see page 7)

Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss
Concerto (Nach Antonio Vivaldi)

J.S. Bach

Connect with us!
Connect with us! If you are worshiping from afar but would like to connect with
the First Church community, please click here to fill out a Visitor’s Card, check
out our newsletters on our website www.firstuccdc.org, or meet us on zoom for
our weekly prayer times at noon. We are grateful to extend our reach beyond
the DC region and welcome you warmly!
With gratitude we thank Alyx Cheng and Allison Truhlar for serving as our zoom
moderators each week. Their work makes our worship possible!
We also thank Tom Sowers and Graham Marsh, our sound designers.
Following worship, please join us for our Zoom coffee hour, a time of fellowship
with one another. The optional discussion question will be: What give you hope
as you look toward the fall?
Then at 3:00 PM, we invite you to join us for a Zoom Gathering of Remembrance
in honor of the life of Joan King. Stories about Joan will be shared (please note
this is not an open-mic, we will have an order of those who will share), candles
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lit, and prayers spoken. The service will also include special music and a
slideshow. Click here to join us then.
PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP
First Church Ringers
First Church Choir
Dr. Karen Bartman
Marsh Family Singers
Pre-recorded hymns and anthems were created under the direction of John
Horman

Prayer List
Prayers for Priscilla Waters upon the loss of her sister, Pat
Prayers of mercy for the people of Afghanistan and Afghan families resettling in the U.S.
Prayers of strength for the people of Haiti as they mourn
those lost in the earthquake and begin to rebuild.
Prayers of comfort for the family of Joan King, following her death,
and for this community who loved her.
Prayers for Monte Hillis and her husband Bert, as she faces the rapid onset of dementia.
Prayers of healing for Lance Warren.
Prayers of peace and liberation for Nicaragua, Cuba, and Haiti.
Prayers of healing for Dwan Reece's daughter, Maya, with long haul COVID
Prayers of comfort for Grace Bassler following Don's death.
Byron Adams’ niece, Valerie, undergoing treatment for breast cancer.
Prayers of hope for our Racial Justice Audit yearlong process.
All those who mourn the loss of a beloved one.
Families struggling to eat and make ends meet.
People’s UCC, our sibling congregation
Emmanuel Okorie-Dunn and Ellen Bushmiller, who serve as nurses.
Rev. Laura Johnson and Rev. Diana Gomez de Molina, who serve as chaplains.
Prayers of recovery for Rev. Sam's mother after surgery.
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Welcome to First Congregational UCC. We were founded in 1865 by abolitionists as the
first racially integrated church in Washington, D.C. In 1867 our mission committee played
a prominent role in the founding of Howard University. The church has been located at
its present site at 10th and G Streets NW since 1868. In more recent years, the church
affirmed its vision as an Open and Affirming (ONA) Church (1987), a Just Peace Church
(1985), and a Multiracial/Multicultural Church (2003). Our new building, constructed
according to Gold LEED standards, was dedicated in 2012. First Church continues to
follow its faith journey into the future, and to be a prophetic voice for the Spirit in the
nation’s capital. If you would like to know more about First Church or would like to make
it your spiritual home and community, please contact churchoffice@FirstUCCDC.org or
202.628.4317.
Ministers – Friends & Members of the Church
Designated Senior Minister – Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss
Associate Minister – Rev. Sam McFerran
Building Manager – Mr. Byron Adams
Sexton – Ms. Ines Marquez
Members in Discernment – Lynaya Morris, LaTayna Purnell
945 G Street NW, Washington
DC 20001
Phone: 202.628.4317 • Fax: 202.347.4911
www.firstuccdc.org
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