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January 28, 2022, at 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

Worshiping Sundays at 10:30 AM via Zoom  
 

 

Worship with Us this Sunday 

Click here to worship with us by Zoom this 

Sunday at 10:30. Youth who participated in 

the recent retreat in Richmond with Rev. Sam 

will lead us in the call to worship, prayer of 

confession, and words of assurance. Nora 

Marsh and Diane Brenneman will serve as our 

scripture readers with texts from 1 Corinthians 

9:6-10 and John 2:1-11 (turning water into 

wine). Rev. Amanda will preach on the 

spiritual practice of receiving the miraculous. 

Rev. Sam and Rev. Amanda will co-lead 

prayers of the people. Dr. Karen Bartman will 

serve as our guest musician, and we will enjoy a special musical offering and choral 

benediction.  

 

Adult Nurture on Reproductive Justice: Sunday, 

January 30 

11:45 am -12:45 pm on Zoom 

The Texas law banning abortions after the 

detection of fetal heartbeat and recent 

Supreme Court hearing on the Mississippi ban 

after 13 weeks threaten reproductive rights of 

women guaranteed by Roe v. Wade in 

1973. What can people of faith do to protect a 

women’s right to choose and access to safe reproductive health care? Join us for this 

timely discussion.  

 

Welcome and introduction by the Rev. Barbara Gerlach, former minister of First Church, 

who will discuss the history of the struggle to legalize abortion and her involvement 

with the Clergy Consultation Service prior to Roe v Wade (which provided options 

counseling and referrals for safe abortions and advocated for legalization of abortion 

and the state-of- the-art abortion clinics). 

Understanding Reproductive Justice by Essence Ellis (she/they), Fellow, UCC Council 

for Health and Human Service Ministries (CHSSM), who will ground the issue of abortion 

in the context of reproductive justice at the intersection of racial, economic, and 

LGBTQ+ justice. 

Making Decisions About Our Bodies, Our Lives by the Rev. Kaeley, McEvoy, Associate 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82573190587?pwd=N0YrK2RQZEh0aHVvNFJ5T0FScytQUT09


2 

 

Pastor of Westmoreland UCC and member First Church, who will share her experience 

of having an abortion, the ethical and theological understandings that grounded her 

decision, and her advocacy work for reproductive justice. 

Advocating for Reproductive Justice by Sandy Sorensen, Director of the UCC Justice & 

Witness Ministries (DC office), who will provide a legislative update on the Women's 

Protection Act, states in danger of ending access to legal abortion or have trigger 

laws to restrict abortion if the Supreme Court rules to end or erode Roe v Wade. 

There will be time for Q & A and Rev. Amanda will close in prayer. 

 

Year W: A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church 

Like many mainline congregations, First Church follows the 

Revised Common Lectionary (RCL)—a lectionary of selected 

readings from the Bible for use in worship throughout the 

liturgical year. The RCL follows a three-year cycle and in each 

year offers a deep focus on the gospel according to Matthew, 

Mark, or Luke paired with texts from the Hebrew Scriptures and 

the New Testament as well as a psalm. Because the RCL is 

focused, there are many stories and scriptures excluded from 

the three-year cycle. 

In 2021, the Rev. Dr. Wilda A. Gafney released her much 

anticipated “Year W: A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole 

Church.” This new lectionary includes Dr. Gafney’s own 

gender-expansive translation of biblical texts. This revolutionary new lectionary centers 

the biblical stories of women and girls, many of which are not included in the RCL. 

Year W was field tested with global and inter-denominational conversation partners 

and collaboration circles comprising clergy, seminarians, and lay leaders of various 

gender identities and expressions.  

Dr. Gafney is a Hebrew biblical scholar and Episcopal priest, and a 

congregational pastor in the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. She writes, 

“While prompted in part by my experience of hearing the scriptures read and 

proclaimed in nearly exclusively masculine language, multiplied in effect by equally, if 

not more, male liturgical language, this Women’s Lectionary is a lectionary for the 

whole church. Androcentrism, sexism, and misogyny in the scriptures, in their translation 

and in their preaching and liturgical use, hurts men and boys and nonbinary children 

and adults as much as it does women and girls.” Click here to view her TheoEd Talk 

about biblical language for a God who transcends gender.     

Beginning in Advent, we have been following Year W on a new lectionary 

adventure including new translations of the biblical text, new names for God, a fresh 

focus on excavated stories of women and girls in the Bible, and framing the gospel 

and proclamation of the gospel by centering those on the margins of biblical stories 

and texts. To view a conversation about “A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole 

Church,” between Dr. Gafney and the Rev. Traci Blackmon from the national setting 

of the United Church of Christ, click here. Look forward to a nurture conversation in 

February about this new lectionary adventure at First Church.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLfpaRhsSUI&t=97s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5FAB5nznEcY
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Sign Up as Scripture Reader or Liturgist this 

Winter  

Click here to sign up to serve as a scripture 

reader or liturgist in worship this winter. We 

welcome members and friends, local and far 

flung, adults, youth and children to participate. 

Your voice helps make us who we are, so 

please take a moment to sign up. Our worship is 

enriched by your active participation. We are 

currently in Phase 2, which allows for scripture 

readers and liturgists to choose to lead by Zoom or in person in the sanctuary. 

 

First Church to Sponsor Afghan Refugee Family 

The Sanctuary Committee is thrilled to inform 

you that we are partnering with the Sikh 

Gurdwara community in Rockville, Maryland to 

sponsor an Afghan family through the Lutheran 

Social Services’ Good Neighbor Program (GNP). 

Through the GNP, we are in the process of 

being connected to a family, and will set up an 

apartment with all of the necessary furnishings 

and household supplies. We will also provide 

adjustment support to the family, including 

transportation to and from necessary 

appointments.  

 

If you have furniture or other household items that you would like to donate to the 

effort, please email Lindsay Swisher (Lindsay.swisher@gmail.com) as she is keeping a 

spreadsheet of donations to compare it to the list of what we need to provide.   

 

Byron has graciously given us use of one of the cages in the parking garage where we 

can store items. We will announce specific drop-off dates via email soon! If you’re 

unable to drop off donations during the announced windows of time, please let 

Lindsay know and she’ll work with you to find another time.  

 

This will be a longer term relationship where we help support a family in resettling over 

the next 6 months to 1 year, so rest assured there will be other opportunities to get 

involved. In the meantime, we thank God for this loving, caring community, and pray 

for the continued health and safety of not only the Afghan refugees, but of those still in 

Afghanistan. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/195oTMuEv6HnG6yG3heaTQva1ieOJiEfcV-t4GuBdMPw/edit?usp=sharing
https://lssnca.org/take_action/good-neighbor.html
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Inquirers’ Gathering: February 13 

Save the date of February 13, following worship, 

to join Rev. Amanda, Rev. Sam, Moderator 

Susan Anderson, members of our Outreach & 

Membership Commission, and newcomers for 

our winter Inquirer's Gathering. This will be a time 

of getting to know one another, sharing stories, 

exploring the history of First Church and the 

UCC, and answering any questions about 

membership. All newcomers are welcome to 

attend! This virtual gathering will happen by 

Zoom following worship at 11:40; those who plan to attend can remain on the worship 

Zoom call. If you plan to attend, please email Rev. Amanda 

at ahendlervoss@gmail.com; however, you do not have to RSVP to attend. 
 

January Calendar 

 
 

Sunday, January 2 

Communion Sunday 

10:30 am  Worship 

   

Tuesday, January 4 

 6:00 pm Drop-In Center for 

Homeless Youth 

 

Sunday, January 9 

Guest Preacher Fredrick Robinson 

10:30 am  Worship 

 

Tuesday, January 11 

 6:00 pm Drop-In Center for 

Homeless Youth 

 

  

Tuesday, January 18 

6:00 pm   Drop-In Center for  

                 Homeless Youth 

 

Sunday, January 23 

10:30 am   Worship 

Congregational Meeting 

 

 

Tuesday, January 25 

 6:00 pm Drop-In Center for 

Homeless Youth 

 

Sunday, January 30 

10:30 am  Worship 

Reproductive Justice Nurture 

   
 

           Sunday, January 16  

         10:30 am    Worship   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ahendlervoss@gmail.com
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Prayer List 

 
Prayers of comfort for the family and friends of Peg Lorenz, following her death. 

Prayers of strength for LaTayna Purnell as she provides care for her ailing parents. 

Prayers of support for Andre, the mother of Scott Prentice, as she battles leukemia.  

Prayers of support for Diane Brenneman and her daughter Sara. 

Prayers of healing for Liz and Lance Warren. 

Prayers of mercy for the people of Afghanistan 

and Afghan families resettling in the U.S. 

Prayers for Monte Hillis and her husband Bert, as she faces 

the rapid onset of dementia. 

Prayers of peace and liberation for Ukraine, Nicaragua, Cuba, and Haiti. 

Prayers of healing for Dwan Reece as she recovers from surgery. 

Byron Adams’ niece, Valerie, undergoing treatment for breast cancer. 

Prayers of hope for our Racial Justice Audit yearlong process. 

All those who mourn the loss of a beloved one. 

Families struggling to eat and make ends meet. 

People’s UCC, our sibling congregation. 

Emmanuel Okorie-Dunn and Ellen Bushmiller, who serve as nurses. 

Rev. Laura Johnson and Rev. Diana Gomez de Molina, who serve as chaplains. 
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Ministers – Friends & Members of the Church  

 Senior Minister – Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss 

Associate Minister – Rev. Sam McFerran  

Building Manager – Mr. Byron Adams  

Administrative Assistant – Ms. Trista Dunlap 

Sexton – Ms. Ines Marquez  

Members in Discernment –Lynaya Morris, LaTayna Purnell 

945 G Street NW, Washington DC 20001 

Phone:  202.628.4317 • www.firstuccdc.org 

http://www.firstuccdc.org/

