January 16, 2022
Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday
First Congregational United Church of Christ
945 G Street NW, Washington, DC

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
(Please prepare your heart and space for worship)
OPENING VOLUNTARY

Precious Lord, Take My Hand

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

Thomas Dorsey
Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss

“Great Is Your Faithfulness”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

(see page 8-9)
Lucille Dickinson

God of the movement, we confess how easy it is to overlook the urgency of this moment.
We are tempted to turn away from our nation’s original sin of slavery rather than recognize
the racism still at work among us. We resist facing the frailty of our democracy and the grief
of deep divisions. Forgive us. Help us look back to be strengthened for what is yet ahead.
May your Spirit, which attended faithful leaders of old fill us now, so our feet will march for
justice and our voices speak truth. Amen.
Silent prayer
WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Lucille Dickinson

When we are freed to acknowledge the wrongs around us, the pain among us,
the sin within us, and the work before us, our burden is lifted. We are forgiven. The liberating
love of God is at work among us. Thanks be to God.
PASSING THE PEACE OF GOD
Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss
(Please unmute yourself and greet those around you with words such as “The peace of God
be with you.” Let us bless one another with deep peace across time and space.)
CENTERING MOMENT

Freedom Medley (‘Oh, Freedom’(Traditional),
‘Abraham, Martin and John’(R. Holler) ,
‘We Shall Overcome’(Traditional)

SCRIPTURE READING

Welling Hall

Zephaniah 3: 17-19
The Ageless One, your God, is in your midst, daughter of Zion, a warrior who will deliver
salvation; who will rejoice over you with gladness, daughter, God will renew you in love,
daughter; God will exult over you, daughter, with loud singing. Those who are grieved on
account of the festivals, I will remove from you, daughter, so that you will not bear their
reproach. I will deal with all your oppressors, daughter, at that time. And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the
earth.
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WORDS FROM DR. KING

Nora Marsh

Excerpted from a Christmas sermon, 1957, at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church
“Upheaval after upheaval has reminded us that [we are] traveling along a road
called hate, in a journey that will bring us to destruction and damnation. Far from being the
pious injunction of a utopian dreamer, the command to love one’s enemy is an absolute
necessity for our survival. Love even for enemies is the key solution of the problems of our
world. Jesus is not an impractical idealist; he is the practical realist.
I am certain that Jesus understood the difficulty inherent in the act of loving one’s
enemy. He never joined the ranks of those who talk glibly about the easiness of the moral life.
He realized that every genuine expression of love grows out of a consistent and total
surrender to God. So when Jesus said, ‘Love your enemy,’ he was not unmindful of its
stringent qualities. Yet he meant every word of it.”
GIFT OF TESTIMONY

Alisa Tanaka-Dodge

SCRIPTURE READING

Joe Mills

Psalm 17:6-8
I call upon you, for you will answer me, God; extend your ear to me, hear my words. Make
your wondrous faithful love known, Savior of those who seek refuge at your right hand, for
those who raise themselves up. Keep me as the apple of the eye; hide me in the shadow of
your wings.
WORDS FROM DR. KING

Rev. Jason Carson Wilson

Excerpted from Letter From a Birmingham Jail
“It is the strangely irrational notion that there is something in the very flow of time that will
inevitably cure all ills…human progress never rolls in on the wheels of inevitability. It comes
through the tireless efforts and persistent work of [those] willing to be co-workers with God,
and without this hard work time itself becomes an ally of the forces of stagnation. We must
use time creatively, and forever realize that the time is always ripe to do right.”
GIFT OF TESTIMONY
MUSICAL SELECTION

Meg Maguire
“Lift Every Voice and Sing”

MOMENT FOR SOCIAL ACTION

HBCU National Concert Choir
Susan Saudek
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OFFERING

Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss

As we worship virtually, we invite you to give virtually. Send your check to the office, give
online through our website at www.firstuccdc.org, which includes options to give through
PayPal or Vanco. Consider signing up for auto-giving in this time of physical distancing.
DOXOLOGY

“Old Hundredth”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, PASTORAL PRAYER,
AND THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR

Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss

Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;
for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

“Go To the World”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

(see page 10)
Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss

CHORAL BENEDICTION

“This Little Light of Mine”

CLOSING VOLUNTARY

“Amazing Grace”

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Music reprinted with permission by OneLicense A-720443.

Connect with us!
Connect with us! If you are worshiping from afar but would like to connect with the First
Church community, please click here to fill out a Visitor’s Card and check out our newsletters
on our website www.firstuccdc.org. We are so grateful to be extending our reach beyond
the DC region and welcome you warmly! With gratitude we thank Alyx Cheng, Abigail
Cipparone and Allison Truhlar for serving as our Zoom moderators each week.Their work
makes our worship possible! We also thank Tom Sowers and Graham Marsh, our sound
designers in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings.
Participating in Worship
First Church Choir
Dennis Turner, Guest Musician
(All pre-recorded hymns were created under the direction of John Horman)
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Introducing Leela Koilpillai, Unanimous Selection
to be our New Director of Music Ministry
The Church Council is thrilled to report that we have reached an agreement with
Leela Koilpillai to be our new Director of Music Ministry. Leela is a classically trained pianist,
organist, and vocalist. She is an experienced choral director in both church and school
settings, and has led groups of different musical styles, including jazz and gospel. She has
served as director of music at several churches in northern Virginia and Maine, directed
choirs in the Fairfax County School system, and taught voice lessons in her own studio. In the
1990s, she sang in the Washington Opera chorus. Most recently, she served as the artistic
director for a small choir in Portland, Maine while also serving as a music director at a nearby
UCC church.
At our January meeting, Council voted unanimously, upon a unanimous
recommendation from the search committee, to hire Leela as our new Director of Music
Ministry. We have since agreed to contract terms. In accordance with our Bylaws, the
agreement to hire Leela is subject to ratification by the congregation at our Annual Meeting
on January 23, 2022. Leela’s projected start date is February 1, 2022. Thank you to the
members of the search committee for their dedicated service: Marian Drake (chair), Kristy
Goodfellow Mills, Andrew Hamilton, Michael Hopkins, Emily Laing, and the Rev. Jason Carson
Wilson. Thanks also to Priscilla Waters and to Jo-Anne Henry for their assistance earlier in the
search process. We look forward with great anticipation to the vote and to the opportunity
to begin our music program anew under Leela’s leadership.
Call to Annual Meeting of the Congregation (January 23, 2022)
The Church will convene its Annual Meeting – via zoom – after worship service on
Sunday January 23, 2022. The items on the agenda include:
•

a vote on a unanimous motion by Council to hire Leela Koilpillai as our new Director of
Music Ministry;

•

a vote to approve the 2022 budget;

•

a vote to elect Officers, Council, and Commission Members for 2022.

Please join us in conducting the important business of the church. We need full participation
to ensure a quorum for the votes!
Note Regarding Translation
Today’s gender-expansive translation of the biblical texts comes from
the Rev. Dr. Wilda C. Gafney, a Hebrew biblical scholar and Episcopal
priest, a former Army chaplain, and a congregational pastor in the
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. This translation hails from her
new lectionary A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, published
by Church World Publishing Incorporated in 2021.
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Sign Up as Scripture Reader or Liturgist this Winter
Click here to sign up to serve as a scripture reader or
liturgist in worship this winter. We welcome members
and friends, local and far flung, adults, youth and
children to participate. Your voice helps make us who
we are, so please take a moment to sign up. Our
worship is enriched by your active participation. We
are currently in Phase 2, which allows for scripture
readers and liturgists to choose to lead by Zoom or in
person in the sanctuary.
First Church to Sponsor Afghan Refugee Family
The Sanctuary Committee is thrilled to inform you that
we are partnering with the Sikh Gurdwara community
in Rockville, Maryland to sponsor an Afghan family
through the Lutheran Social Services’ Good Neighbor
Program (GNP). Through the GNP, we will be paired
with an Afghan family and will set up an apartment
with all of the necessary furnishings and household
supplies. We will also provide adjustment support to
the family, including transportation to and from
necessary appointments.
We’ve let Lutheran Social Services know that we’re
ready to be paired with a family ASAP and are just waiting for our match. If you have
furniture or other household items that you would like to donate to the effort, please email
Lindsay Swisher (Lindsay.swisher@gmail.com) as she is keeping a spreadsheet of donations to
compare it to the list of what we need to provide.
Byron has graciously given us use of one of the cages in the parking garage where we can
store items. We will announce specific drop-off dates via email soon! If you’re unable to drop
off donations during the announced windows of time, please let Lindsay know and she’ll
work with you to find another time.
This will be a longer term relationship where we help support a family in resettling over the
next 6 months to 1 year, so rest assured there will be other opportunities to get involved. In
the meantime, we thank God for this loving, caring community, and pray for the continued
health and safety of not only the Afghan refugees, but of those still in Afghanistan.
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Prayer List
Prayers of comfort for the family and friends of Peg Lorenz, following her death.
Prayers of strength for LaTayna Purnell as she provides care for her ailing parents.
Prayers of healing for Hugh Bushmiller.
Prayers of support for Andre, the mother of Scott Prentice, as she battles
leukemia.
Prayers of healing for Liz and Lance Warren, as Liz recovers from a fall and Lance
recovers from surgery.
Prayers of healing for Diane Brenneman's daughter Sara.
Prayers of mercy for the people of Afghanistan
and Afghan families resettling in the U.S.
Prayers for Monte Hillis and her husband Bert, as she faces
the rapid onset of dementia.
Prayers of peace and liberation for Nicaragua, Cuba, and Haiti.
Prayers of healing for Dwan Reece as she recovers from surgery.
Byron Adams’ niece, Valerie, undergoing treatment for breast cancer.
Prayers of hope for our Racial Justice Audit yearlong process.
All those who mourn the loss of a beloved one.
Families struggling to eat and make ends meet.
People’s UCC, our sibling congregation.
Emmanuel Okorie-Dunn and Ellen Bushmiller, who serve as nurses.
Rev. Laura Johnson and Rev. Diana Gomez de Molina, who serve as chaplains.
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Welcome to First Congregational UCC. We were founded in 1865 by abolitionists as the first racially integrated church in
Washington, D.C. In 1867 our mission committee played a prominent role in the founding of Howard University. The church
has been located at its present site at 10th and G Streets NW since 1868. In more recent years, the church affirmed its vision as
an Open and Affirming (ONA) Church (1987), a Just Peace Church (1985), and a Multiracial/Multicultural Church (2003). Our
new building, constructed according to Gold LEED standards, was dedicated in 2012.
First Church continues to follow its faith journey into the future, and to be a prophetic voice for the Spirit in the nation’s capital.
If you would like to know more about First Church or would like to make it your spiritual home and community, please contact
churchoffice@FirstUCCDC.org or 202.628.4317.
Ministers – Friends & Members of the Church
Senior Minister – Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss
Associate Minister – Rev. Sam McFerran
Building Manager – Mr. Byron Adams
Administrative Assistant – Ms. Trista Dunlap
Sexton – Ms. Ines Marquez
Members in Discernment – Lynaya Morris, LaTayna Purnell

945 G Street NW, Washington DC 20001
Phone: 202.628.4317 • Fax: 202.347.4911
www.firstuccdc.org
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