January 23, 2022
Third Sunday After Epiphany
First Congregational United Church of Christ
945 G Street NW, Washington, DC

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
(Please prepare your heart and space for worship)
OPENING VOLUNTARY

Holy, Holy, Holy

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

John Purifoy
Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss

Holy, Holy, Holy

(see page 7-8)

CALL TO WORSHIP

John Smeltzer

RENEWING OUR CONVENANT

John Smeltzer

In grateful response to the call of Jesus Christ, we covenant with God and with each other to
be a Church of Christ. We bind ourselves, in God's redeeming presence, to walk together in
ways revealed to us by the Holy Spirit in sacrament and Word, study and prayer, fellowship
and mission.
PASSING THE PEACE OF GOD
Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss
(Please unmute yourself and greet those around you with words such as “The peace of God
be with you.” Let us bless one another with deep peace across time and space.)
CENTERING MOMENT

Flee as a Bird

SCRIPTURE READING

Anna Laura Page
Moira Jones

Psalm 33:11-22
The counsel of the Just One stands for all time, the thoughts of her heart to all generations.
Happy is the nation for whom the Creator of All is their God, the people whom she has
chosen as her heritage. From the heavens the Most High looks down; she sees all the
woman-born. From her eternal throne she gazes upon all who dwell upon the earth. She who
fashions their hearts alike is the one who discerns all their doings. A monarch is not saved by
a great army; a warrior is not delivered by great strength. False hope is a horse for salvation,
and its great might cannot save. Look, the eye of the Faithful One is on those who revere
her, on those who hope in her faithful love, to deliver their souls from death, and to keep
them alive in famine. Our soul waits for She Who Saves; she is our help and shield. In her our
heart is glad, because we trust in her holy Name. Let your faithful love, Compassionate God,
be upon us for it is you in whom we trust.
SCRIPTURE READING

Lucille Dickinson

Ephesians 3:1-6
For this reason am I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, for the sake of the Gentiles. Surely you
have heard of the commission to disseminate God’s grace that was given to me for you all:
through revelation was the mystery made known to me as I wrote briefly. Moreover, reading
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this, you all will be able to comprehend my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former
generations this mystery was not made known to the woman-born, as it has now been
revealed to the women and men who are God’s holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:
that is, the Gentiles have become coinheritors, are of the same body and sharers in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
SERMON

Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss

CHORAL ANTHEM

“Christ has Broken Down the Wall”

OFFERING

Mark Miller

Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss

As we worship virtually, we invite you to give virtually. Send your check to the office, give
online through our website at www.firstuccdc.org, which includes options to give through
PayPal or Vanco. Consider signing up for auto-giving in this time of physical distancing.
DOXOLOGY

“Old Hundredth”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, PASTORAL PRAYER,
AND THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR

Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: The hallowing of your name
echo through the universe! The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! Your commonwealth of peace and
freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. In
the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test, strengthen
us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you
reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

“You Are Salt for the Earth, O People

ANNOUNCEMENTS

(see page 9)

Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss

CHORAL BENEDICTION

“Arise Your Light is Come”
Arise your light is come! The Spirit’s call obey;
Show forth the glory of your God which shines on you today!

CLOSING VOLUNTARY

Psalm XIX

Benedetto Marcello

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Music reprinted with permission by OneLicense A-720443.
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Connect with us!
Connect with us! If you are worshiping from afar but would like to connect with the First
Church community, please click here to fill out a Visitor’s Card and check out our newsletters
on our website www.firstuccdc.org. We are so grateful to be extending our reach beyond
the DC region and welcome you warmly! With gratitude we thank Alyx Cheng, Abigail
Cipparone and Allison Truhlar for serving as our Zoom moderators each week.Their work
makes our worship possible! We also thank Tom Sowers and Graham Marsh, our sound
designers in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings.
Participating in Worship
First Church Choir
Dr. Karen Bartman, Guest Musician
(All pre-recorded hymns were created under the direction of John Horman)
Introducing Leela Koilpillai, Unanimous Selection
to be our New Director of Music Ministry
The Church Council is thrilled to report that we have reached an agreement with
Leela Koilpillai to be our new Director of Music Ministry. Leela is a classically trained pianist,
organist, and vocalist. She is an experienced choral director in both church and school
settings, and has led groups of different musical styles, including jazz and gospel. She has
served as director of music at several churches in northern Virginia and Maine, directed
choirs in the Fairfax County School system, and taught voice lessons in her own studio. In the
1990s, she sang in the Washington Opera chorus. Most recently, she served as the artistic
director for a small choir in Portland, Maine while also serving as a music director at a nearby
UCC church.
At our January meeting, Council voted unanimously, upon a unanimous
recommendation from the search committee, to hire Leela as our new Director of Music
Ministry. We have since agreed to contract terms. In accordance with our Bylaws, the
agreement to hire Leela is subject to ratification by the congregation at our Annual Meeting
on January 23, 2022. Leela’s projected start date is February 1, 2022. Thank you to the
members of the search committee for their dedicated service: Marian Drake (chair), Kristy
Goodfellow Mills, Andrew Hamilton, Michael Hopkins, Emily Laing, and the Rev. Jason Carson
Wilson. Thanks also to Priscilla Waters and to Jo-Anne Henry for their assistance earlier in the
search process. We look forward with great anticipation to the vote and to the opportunity
to begin our music program anew under Leela’s leadership.
Call to Annual Meeting of the Congregation (January 23, 2022)
The Church will convene its Annual Meeting – via zoom – after worship service on
Sunday January 23, 2022. The items on the agenda include:
•

a vote on a unanimous motion by Council to hire Leela Koilpillai as our new Director of
Music Ministry;

•

a vote to approve the 2022 budget;

•

a vote to elect Officers, Council, and Commission Members for 2022.
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Please join us in conducting the important business of the church. We need full participation
to ensure a quorum for the votes!
Note Regarding Translation
Today’s gender-expansive translation of the biblical texts comes from
the Rev. Dr. Wilda C. Gafney, a Hebrew biblical scholar and Episcopal
priest, a former Army chaplain, and a congregational pastor in the
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. This translation hails from her
new lectionary A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, published
by Church World Publishing Incorporated in 2021.

First Church & People’s Church
Outdoor Gathering
Sunday, January 23rd
10 AM
300 Van Buren Street NW
(at the Futsal Court)
(Please call Sam if you have questions
at 202-294-5437)
People’s UCC and First Church are thrilled to announce our first Outdoor gathering for 2022.
We will gather to worship, serve, have fun and move our bodies (as it might be a little bit
chilly)! We look forward to a wonderful time together as we reflect upon how this month’s
theme of “Living in Community.”
Location: The Futsal Court at 3rd Street and Van Buren St NW
Parking: In addition to street parking, there is also a parking lot on 3rd St NW between
Tuckerman and Underwood, by the baseball fields.
Adult Nurture on Reproductive Justice: Sunday,
January 30
11:45 am -12:45 pm on Zoom
The Texas law banning abortions after the
detection of fetal heartbeat and recent Supreme
Court hearing on the Mississippi ban after 13 weeks
threaten reproductive rights of women
guaranteed by Roe v. Wade in 1973. What can
people of faith do to protect a women’s right to
choose and access to safe reproductive health care? Join us for this timely discussion.
Welcome and introduction by the Rev. Barbara Gerlach, former minister of First Church, who
will discuss the history of the struggle to legalize abortion and her involvement with the Clergy
Consultation Service prior to Roe v Wade (which provided options counseling and
referrals for safe abortions and advocated for legalization of abortion and the state-of5

the-art abortion clinics).
Understanding Reproductive Justice by Essence Ellis (she/they), Fellow, UCC Council for
Health and Human Service Ministries (CHSSM), who will ground the issue of abortion in the
context of reproductive justice at the intersection of racial, economic, and LGBTQ+ justice.
Making Decisions About Our Bodies, Our Lives by the Rev. Kaeley, McEvoy, Associate
Pastor of Westmoreland UCC and member First Church, who will share her experience of
having an abortion, the ethical and theological understandings that grounded her decision,
and her advocacy work for reproductive justice.
Advocating for Reproductive Justice by Sandy Sorensen, Director of the UCC Justice &
Witness Ministries (DC office), who will provide a legislative update on the Women's
Protection Act, states in danger of ending access to legal abortion or have trigger laws to
restrict abortion if the Supreme Court rules to end or erode Roe v Wade.
There will be time for Q & A and Rev. Amanda will close in prayer.

Prayer List
Prayers of comfort for the family and friends of Peg Lorenz, following her death.
Prayers of strength for LaTayna Purnell as she provides care for her ailing parents.
Prayers of support for Andre, the mother of Scott Prentice, as she battles
leukemia.
Prayers of support for Diane Brenneman and her daughter Sara.
Prayers of healing for Liz and Lance Warren.
Prayers of mercy for the people of Afghanistan
and Afghan families resettling in the U.S.
Prayers for Monte Hillis and her husband Bert, as she faces
the rapid onset of dementia.
Prayers of peace and liberation for Ukraine, Nicaragua, Cuba, and Haiti.
Prayers of healing for Dwan Reece as she recovers from surgery.
Byron Adams’ niece, Valerie, undergoing treatment for breast cancer.
Prayers of hope for our Racial Justice Audit yearlong process.
All those who mourn the loss of a beloved one.
Families struggling to eat and make ends meet.
People’s UCC, our sibling congregation.
Emmanuel Okorie-Dunn and Ellen Bushmiller, who serve as nurses.
Rev. Laura Johnson and Rev. Diana Gomez de Molina, who serve as chaplains.
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Welcome to First Congregational UCC. We were founded in 1865 by abolitionists as the first racially integrated church in
Washington, D.C. In 1867 our mission committee played a prominent role in the founding of Howard University. The church
has been located at its present site at 10th and G Streets NW since 1868. In more recent years, the church affirmed its vision as
an Open and Affirming (ONA) Church (1987), a Just Peace Church (1985), and a Multiracial/Multicultural Church (2003). Our
new building, constructed according to Gold LEED standards, was dedicated in 2012.
First Church continues to follow its faith journey into the future, and to be a prophetic voice for the Spirit in the nation’s capital.
If you would like to know more about First Church or would like to make it your spiritual home and community, please contact
churchoffice@FirstUCCDC.org or 202.628.4317.
Ministers – Friends & Members of the Church
Senior Minister – Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss
Associate Minister – Rev. Sam McFerran
Building Manager – Mr. Byron Adams
Administrative Assistant – Ms. Trista Dunlap
Sexton – Ms. Ines Marquez
Members in Discernment – Lynaya Morris, LaTayna Purnell

945 G Street NW, Washington DC 20001
Phone: 202.628.4317 • Fax: 202.347.4911
www.firstuccdc.org
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