
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 3, 2022 

Sunday Worship 
First Congregational United Church of Christ 

945 G Street NW, Washington, DC 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

     (Please prepare your heart and space for worship)  

 

PRELUDE                                  “Eternal God, Strong to Save”               Melita arr. Ch. Callahan

    

WELCOME                                                                                                Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss  

 

*OPENING HYMN           “God of the Ages, Who with Sure Command”                  (see page 7) 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                    Dale Ostrander 

Ever-present God, we confess our easy devotion to independence above interdependence. 

We lionize individualism over community. We proclaim our exceptionalism and neglect the 

divine spark in others. Creation groans under the weight of war, desecration of the earth, and 

human disconnection. Forgive us. Turn our mourning into movement. Stir our souls to 

embrace one another. Amen. 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Hear the words of Jesus: Your sins are forgiven. Come and follow me. Let us live as a forgiven 

people, until heaven and earth rejoice and the whole earth cries Glory! Amen.  

 
 

PASSING THE PEACE OF GOD                                                                Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss  

(Please unmute yourself and greet those around you with words such as “The peace of God 

be with you.” Let us bless one another with deep peace across time and space.) 

 

RESPONSIVE READING                                                                                              Andrew Hamilton  

Psalm 66:1-10                                                       (see page 8) 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                       

Exodus 1:15-20 

 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named 

Shiphrah and the other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see 

them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” But the midwives 

feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys 

live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done 

this, and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew 

women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the 

midwife comes to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied 

and became very strong.  

                   

SERMON                      Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss 
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SPECIAL MUSIC              “Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor”                             Ron Yoder 

 

“Give me your tired, your poor, 

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 

Send them, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!” 

Lift high the torch of liberty, 

Let each new entrant share your dignity, 

Find unity in our diversity. 

Grant peaceful entry to the kingdom’s door, 

Embrace us all in this great land adored. 

Help us the face of God to see 

In every person in humanity 

And treat each one as we would wish to be. 

Let justice flow like rivers to the sea, 

Show the whole world we are one family. 

Mold the whole world into one family. 

  

OFFERING                           Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss 

      As we worship both in person and virtually, we invite you to give in a variety of ways. 

Place your offering in the offering plate on the way out of the sanctuary, send your check to 

the office, or give online through our website at www.firstuccdc.org, which includes options 

to give through PayPal or Vanco. Consider signing up for auto-giving to sustain our ministries. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                          Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                          Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss  

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

                                      

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR                                      

                                                          

Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 

for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

SHARING OF THE BREAD OF THE CUP 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                               “This is My Song”                                                 (see page 9) 

      

http://www.firstuccdc.org/
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BENEDICTION                                                                            Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss

                                                                                                                   
POSTLUDE               “Finlandia”                                                                       Diane Bish

  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Music reprinted with permission by One License A-720443.  
 

Connect with us! 
Connect with us! If you are worshiping from afar but would like to connect with the First 

Church community, please click here to fill out a Visitor’s Card and check out our newsletters 

on our website www.firstuccdc.org. We are so grateful to be extending our reach beyond 

the DC region and welcome you warmly! With gratitude we thank Alyx Cheng, Abigail 

Cipparone, Barry Mills and Allison Truhlar for serving as our Zoom moderators each week. 

Their work makes our worship possible! We also thank Tom Sowers and Graham Marsh, our 

sound designers in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings. 

 

        (*) Indicates “Please rise in body or in Sprit” 

 

 

 

First Church Wi-Fi password: 

 

            first1865 
 

To avoid echo/feedback, 

please mute your device when 

taking part in group discussions. 

 

 

Worship Notes from special musician Ron Yoder 

The words in the Ode’s first verse were penned by Emma Lazarus for the Statue of Liberty in 

1883, enshrined in the base built for the statue in 1903, and incorporated in “Miss Liberty” by 

Irving Berlin in 1949; but they are founded on still older principles in the Golden Rule enshrined 

in virtually all world religions: “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” This Ode 

makes some implications of these truths explicit, challenges racial, doctrinal, and creedal 

barriers to inclusiveness, and affirms the universality of God’s love in/for people of all races, 

cultures, and creeds. Worship a God of Love that love may be manifest in your lives and in 

God’s world.  

  

Special Musician 

Ron Yoder has sung in the First Church choir since 2004. He attends multiple churches, calls 

himself a Gandhi Protestant (Hindu, Muslim, Christian, Jew), and serves on the Board of the 

InterFaith Council of Metropolitan Washington. He sang professionally with three area 

churches, the American Ballet Theatre, Paul Hill Choral, Washington Concert Opera, 

Washington Singers, Wolf Trap Opera, and Washington Opera. In 2007 he established a 

scholarship at Virginia Theological Seminary (available worldwide through Anglican schools) 

to advance the study of love as an appropriate philosophical center for Christianity and 

other world religions and philosophies. He has written and sung five of his own songs which 

reflect the theme of the Yoder Scholarship: a God of Love as the philosophical center of 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfncG_ftOletZsWlkW3avW2Q8Ae2TMoqz-W6E8nB4T1PBB7KQ/viewform
http://www.firstuccdc.org/
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religion and self-understanding.  After graduating from Virginia Law School he spent a year 

at Yale Divinity School as a Rockefeller Fellow. He practiced law in New York and 

Washington, DC, for 14 years and then was a federal administrative law judge for 44 years 

until his retirement as Chief Judge of the US Department of Transportation in January 2000. 

 
July Second Sunday Offering: Strengthen the Church 

The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering is one of 

the four special offerings of the national United 

Church of Christ that we take up annually. It reflects 

the shared commitment of people across the United 

Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC. 

Conferences and the national setting equally share 

the gifts given by members and friends through their 

local congregations. The funds raised support 

leadership development, new churches,ministry, and 

innovation in existing congregations.  By your generosity to this offering, you build up the 

Body of Christ. As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity 

will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life 

in our youth and young adults. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Youth Will Reach for New 

Heights This Summer! 
 

The National Mall 

June  25th at 6 PM  at Church 

 

Climb Upton Ropes Course at Upton Regional Park 

(VA) 

July 7th at 7 PM 

 

The Billy Goat Trail at Great Falls (MD) 

July 23rd at 5 PM 

 

Please email Rev. Sam to learn more at 

mcferran.sam@gmail.com. 

 

https://vimeo.com/683913244
mailto:mcferran.sam@gmail.com
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                    RESCHEDULED to 7/16/2022, 10AM-noon: Virginia Cluster Gathering  

 

First Church’s Virginia Cluster Gathering, which was supposed to be on June 11 but 

postponed due to rain, is rescheduled to July 16 from 10 AM to noon!   Please join the 

[Tanaka-]Dodge Family for Saturday morning outdoor fun and fellowship at Quincy Park 

(1021 N Quincy St, https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Departments/Parks-

Recreation/Locations/Parks/Quincy-Park) in Arlington!    

 

The park has free parking AND is Metrorail-accessible (1/3 mile from Virginia Square on the 

Orange/Silver Line).  Amenities include public bathrooms, an AWESOME fenced-in 

playground designed with feedback from special education families, a volleyball court, and 

space for lawn games.  We can bring a cooler with individual drinks (juice boxes, milk boxes, 

canned seltzer) and some individually wrapped snacks (granola bars, pretzels, chips, etc.)  If 

anyone gets really hungry and has to eat a real meal before heading home, there are lots of 

fast-casual restaurants towards the Metro station.   

 

For more information and to RSVP on SignUp Genius:  

https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/9040944a4ac2eabfc1-vacluster  
 

If it rains, we will reschedule for July 30.   

 

Coffee Hour is Back: Check Your Hosting Date 

Care of Parish has taken the liberty of signing folks up for coffee hour 

through the end of the year (with the exception of the July 4th 

weekend when there will be no coffee hour), using emails in the 

church directory. This is a return to our pre-COVID system of scheduling 

coffee hour hosts and one that has worked well in the past. You should 

get an email reminder for the date when you are signed up to host, 

but click here to take a look at get it on your calendar now. If you 

can't make your date, please try to either trade with someone or find a 

substitute.  No one should be signed up more than once for the rest of 2022 unless you 

volunteered for a dual sign-up, but if you find that you are signed up more than once feel 

free to either find a substitute or let Mark Jensen, Chair of Care of Parish, know. Click here to 

view instructions for hosting coffee hour. Thank you for helping bring coffee hour back!  

https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Departments/Parks-Recreation/Locations/Parks/Quincy-Park
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Departments/Parks-Recreation/Locations/Parks/Quincy-Park
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/9040944a4ac2eabfc1-vacluster
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040944a4ac2eabfc1-first
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LOq9FOAyM1ap2fu1Kn8VGhpR0tCn2st-KhFpSK601QI/edit?usp=sharing
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We are an Open & Affirming congregation, welcoming all LGBTQ+ individuals and 

families into the full life and leadership of our church. 
 

     
Welcome to First Congregational UCC.  We were founded in 1865 by 

abolitionists as the first racially integrated church in Washington, D.C.  In 

1867 our mission committee played a prominent role in the founding of 

Howard University.  The church has been located at its present site at 

10th and G Streets NW since 1868.  In more recent years, the church 

affirmed its vision as an Open and Affirming (ONA) Church (1987), a Just Peace Church (1985), and a 

Multiracial/Multicultural Church (2003).  Our new building, constructed according to Gold LEED standards, was 

dedicated in 2012.  First Church continues to follow its faith journey into the future, and to be a prophetic voice 

for the Spirit in the nation’s capital.  If you would like to know more about First Church or would like to make it 

your spiritual home and community, please contact churchoffice@FirstUCCDC.org or 202.628.4317.     

 

Ministers – Friends & Members of the Church 

Senior Minister – Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss 

Associate Minister – Rev. Sam McFerran 

Building Manager – Mr. Byron Adams 

Director of Music Ministry – Leela Koilpillai 

Administrative Assistant – Ms. Trista Dunlap 

Sexton – Ms. Ines Marquez 

Members in Discernment – Lynaya Morris, LaTayna Purnell 

 

945 G Street NW, Washington DC 20001 

Phone:  202.628.4317 • Fax:  202.347.4911 

www.firstuccdc.org 

Prayer List 

 
Prayers of comfort for the communities of Buffalo and Uvalde as we mourn lives 

lost to white supremacy and gun violence. 

Prayers of joy as we celebrate LGBTQ + Pride! 

Prayers of comfort for Priscilla Waters and her family following the death of her 

grand-niece Janiya. 

Prayers of support for Andre, the mother of Scott Prentice, as she battles 

leukemia.  

Prayers of healing for Liz and Lance Warren. 

Prayers of mercy for the people of Afghanistan 

and Afghan families resettling in the U.S. 

Prayers for Monte Hillis and her husband Bert, as she faces 

the rapid onset of dementia. 

Prayers of peace and liberation for Ukraine, Nicaragua, Cuba, and Haiti. 

Byron Adams’ niece, Valerie, undergoing treatment for breast cancer. 

All those who mourn the loss of a beloved one. 

Families struggling to eat and make ends meet. 

People’s UCC, our sibling congregation. 

Emmanuel Okorie-Dunn and Ellen Bushmiller, who serve as nurses. 

Rev. Laura Johnson and Rev. Diana Gomez de Molina, who serve as chaplains. 

 

mailto:churchoffice@FirstUCCDC.org
http://www.firstuccdc.org/

