
 

July 17, 2022 

Sunday Worship 
First Congregational United Church of Christ 

945 G Street NW, Washington, DC 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

     (Please prepare your heart and space for worship)  

 

PRELUDE                                         “None But the Lonely Heart”        Op. 6 Tchaikovsky arr. Asper 

 

WELCOME                                                                                                              Rev. Sam McFerran  

 

*OPENING HYMN              “We have Come at Christ’s own Bidding”                       (see page 6) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                             David Greer 
 

PASSING THE PEACE OF GOD                                                                              Rev. Sam McFerran  

(Please unmute yourself and greet those around you with words such as “The peace of God 

be with you.” Let us bless one another with deep peace across time and space.) 

 

CENTERING MUSIC  “O Rest in the Lord”                                  Felix Mendelssohn  

Marian Drake, Mezzo Soprano 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                                             Lindsay Swisher 

Jonah 3:1-10 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, 

that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and went to 

Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a 

three days’ walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried 

out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh 

believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

  

When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, removed his 

robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. Then he had a proclamation made in 

Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his nobles: No human or animal, no herd or flock, 

shall taste anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they drink water. Humans and animals shall 

be covered with sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All shall turn from their evil 

ways and from the violence that is in their hands. Who knows? God may relent and repent; 

God may turn from fierce anger, so that we do not perish.” 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God repented of 

the calamity that God had vowed to bring upon them, and God did not do it. 

                   

SCRIPTURE READING     Ryan McFerran 

Jonah 4:1-11 

 This was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord 

and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled 

to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O 

Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the Lord said, 

“Is it right for you to be angry?” When Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the 

city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what 

would become of the city.  
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The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over 

his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But 

when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that 

it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on 

the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for 

me to die than to live.” 

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, 

“Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for 

which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and 

perished in a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which 

there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right 

hand from their left and also many animals?” 

 

SERMON                                    Rev. Laura Johnson 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC “The Lord is My Shepherd,”                                                       Tchaikovsky  

Marian Drake, Mezzo Soprano 

                                                               

OFFERING                                         Rev. Sam McFerran 

      As we worship both in person and virtually, we invite you to give in a variety of ways. 

Place your offering in the offering plate on the way out of the sanctuary, send your check to 

the office, or give online through our website at www.firstuccdc.org, which includes options 

to give through PayPal or Vanco. Consider signing up for auto-giving to sustain our ministries. 

 

*DOXOLOGY                                   “Old Hundredth”  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, PASTORAL PRAYER & PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR           Rev. Sam McFerran    

Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 

for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

                                                                                   

*CLOSING HYMN        “All my Hope on God is Founded”                                      (see page 7) 

                                                                                            

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                          Rev. Sam McFerran 

(baseball game, youth group gathering) 

 

BENEDICTION                                                                                          Rev. Laura Johnson 

                                                                                                                   
POSTLUDE   “Partita on ‘Hyfrydol’ “                  Charles Callahan
                
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Music reprinted with permission by One License A-720443.  
 

http://www.firstuccdc.org/
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Connect with us! 
Connect with us! If you are worshiping from afar but would like to connect with the First 

Church community, please click here to fill out a Visitor’s Card and check out our newsletters 

on our website www.firstuccdc.org. We are so grateful to be extending our reach beyond 

the DC region and welcome you warmly! With gratitude we thank Alyx Cheng, Abigail 

Cipparone, Barry Mills and Allison Truhlar for serving as our Zoom moderators each week. 

Their work makes our worship possible! We also thank Tom Sowers and Graham Marsh, our 

sound designers in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings. 

 

        (*) Indicates “Please rise in body or in Sprit” 

 

 

 

First Church Wi-Fi password: 

 

            first1865 
 

To avoid echo/feedback, 

please mute your device when 

taking part in group discussions. 

 

 

 
July Second Sunday Offering: Strengthen the Church 

The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering is one of 

the four special offerings of the national United 

Church of Christ that we take up annually. It reflects 

the shared commitment of people across the United 

Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC. 

Conferences and the national setting equally share 

the gifts given by members and friends through their 

local congregations. The funds raised support 

leadership development, new churches,ministry, and 

innovation in existing congregations.  By your generosity to this offering, you build up the 

Body of Christ. As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity 

will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life 

in our youth and young adults. 

 

Coffee Hour is Back: Check Your Hosting Date 

Care of Parish has taken the liberty of signing folks up for coffee hour 

through the end of the year (with the exception of the July 4th 

weekend when there will be no coffee hour), using emails in the 

church directory. This is a return to our pre-COVID system of scheduling 

coffee hour hosts and one that has worked well in the past. You should 

get an email reminder for the date when you are signed up to host, 

but click here to take a look at get it on your calendar now. If you 

can't make your date, please try to either trade with someone or find a 

substitute.  No one should be signed up more than once for the rest of 2022 unless you 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfncG_ftOletZsWlkW3avW2Q8Ae2TMoqz-W6E8nB4T1PBB7KQ/viewform
http://www.firstuccdc.org/
https://vimeo.com/683913244
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040944a4ac2eabfc1-first
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volunteered for a dual sign-up, but if you find that you are signed up more than once feel 

free to either find a substitute or let Mark Jensen, Chair of Care of Parish, know. Click here to 

view instructions for hosting coffee hour. Thank you for helping bring coffee hour back!  
 

 

New Church Directory Now Available 

Thanks to the hard work of Trista, our Administrative Assistant, 

the 2022 church directory is now available in print. You can 

pick up a copy any Sunday when you attend worship. As a 

reminder, the online directory is also always available with the 

most updated information. Click here to access our online 

directory.  
 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LOq9FOAyM1ap2fu1Kn8VGhpR0tCn2st-KhFpSK601QI/edit?usp=sharing
https://servantkeeper.com/member-portal/firstuccdc/login
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We are an Open & Affirming congregation, welcoming all LGBTQ+ individuals and 

families into the full life and leadership of our church. 
 

     
Welcome to First Congregational UCC.  We were founded in 1865 by 

abolitionists as the first racially integrated church in Washington, D.C.  In 

1867 our mission committee played a prominent role in the founding of 

Howard University.  The church has been located at its present site at 

10th and G Streets NW since 1868.  In more recent years, the church 

affirmed its vision as an Open and Affirming (ONA) Church (1987), a Just Peace Church (1985), and a 

Multiracial/Multicultural Church (2003).  Our new building, constructed according to Gold LEED standards, was 

dedicated in 2012.  First Church continues to follow its faith journey into the future, and to be a prophetic voice 

for the Spirit in the nation’s capital.  If you would like to know more about First Church or would like to make it 

your spiritual home and community, please contact churchoffice@FirstUCCDC.org or 202.628.4317.     

 

Ministers – Friends & Members of the Church 

Senior Minister – Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss 

Associate Minister – Rev. Sam McFerran 

Building Manager – Mr. Byron Adams 

Director of Music Ministry – Leela Koilpillai 

Administrative Assistant – Ms. Trista Dunlap 

Sexton – Ms. Ines Marquez 

Members in Discernment – Lynaya Morris, LaTayna Purnell 

 

945 G Street NW, Washington DC 20001 

Phone:  202.628.4317 • Fax:  202.347.4911 

www.firstuccdc.org 

Prayer List 

 
Prayers of strength for Monica, daughter-in-law to Diane Brenneman, and wife 

of Sara, after a recurrence of cancer.  

Prayers of comfort for the communities of Buffalo and Uvalde as we mourn lives 

lost to white supremacy and gun violence. 

Prayers of joy as we celebrate LGBTQ + Pride! 

Prayers of comfort for Priscilla Waters and her family following the death of her 

grand-niece Janiya. 

Prayers of support for Andre, the mother of Scott Prentice, as she battles 

leukemia.  

Prayers of healing for Liz and Lance Warren. 

Prayers of mercy for the people of Afghanistan 

and Afghan families resettling in the U.S. 

Prayers for Monte Hillis and her husband Bert, as she faces 

the rapid onset of dementia. 

Prayers of peace and liberation for Ukraine, Nicaragua, Cuba, and Haiti. 

Byron Adams’ niece, Valerie, undergoing treatment for breast cancer. 

All those who mourn the loss of a beloved one. 

Families struggling to eat and make ends meet. 

People’s UCC, our sibling congregation. 

Emmanuel Okorie-Dunn and Ellen Bushmiller, who serve as nurses. 

Rev. Laura Johnson and Rev. Diana Gomez de Molina, who serve as chaplains. 

 

mailto:churchoffice@FirstUCCDC.org
http://www.firstuccdc.org/

