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Beloved Community,
According to Jewish midrash, the tent of Abraham was
said to be open on all sides to welcome travelers from the four
corners of the earth. A nomad himself, Abraham knew that
hospitality in the wilderness was a matter of life or death.
Sojourners survive at the mercy of those willing to welcome them
in for a meal and a place to rest. This generous hospitality
changed Abraham’s life and legacy, for it was in welcoming
strangers that he and Sarah learned of God’s promise that Sarah
would bear a son. The sojourners were angels in disguise—a
reminder that when we welcome the stranger, we welcome
God.
On Homecoming Sunday (Sept. 11), we will launch a new
worship theme, “Gathered from the Four Corners of the Earth.”
While our location in the nation’s capital makes us a way-station
for sojourners from all over the world, we also gather from
different identities, lived realities, and seasons of life. In our gathering, there is generous
hospitality that meets us wherever we are on life’s journey. In our gathering we meet God in
the stranger and hear divine promises. When we gather for worship, a holy alchemy makes
us more than the sum of our parts. We are transformed by singing and praying together,
sharing and listening. Your embodied presence enriches our experience of God. It matters
when you walk through our doors; when our children and youth worship with us and take
part in the Sunday school programming Rev. Sam has planned.
This month we have so much to celebrate. In worship, we will mark Labor in the
Pulpit (Sept. 4) with guest preacher Dr. Joseph McCartin of Georgetown University. On
Homecoming Sunday, we will baptize Robin Skye Truhlar-Laing, welcome the return of the
choir, and enjoy an ice cream social in Franklin Park after worship, hosted by Care of Parish.
On September 18th the Worship Commission will host, along with Director of Music Ministry
Leela Koilpillai and me, a nurture on the purpose and flow of worship. Then on September
25th we welcome our beloved friend, the Rev. Dr. Ron Hopson, into our pulpit with a sermon
talk-back discussion to follow.
As a faith community committed to justice, there are two important ways to get
involved this fall. First, take part in our non-partisan post-carding campaign as we partner
with Center for Common Ground and the Central Atlantic Conference (UCC). Michael
Hopkins has organized packets of 20 postcards that you can take home to complete and
mail out as we target those impacted by voter suppression in the midterm elections. Our
goal is to send 1,000 postcards! The other opportunity is to help our Sanctuary Committee

collect items for migrants seeking asylum, bused to DC from Texas or Arizona. Please look out
for more information.
Here at First Church, we seek to open our sanctuary to all corners of the earth,
including yours. Wherever you are on life’s journey, gathering with us at the corner of 10th &
G on Sundays will minister to your soul and invite you to minister to others. We need each
other, as we stand under the mercy of God’s exquisite grace. Let’s gather.
In Peace,
Amanda

Director of Music Ministry
Music in the tapestry of our worship service is a golden
thread that pulls us out of the mundane into a Sacred realm.
The golden flute of the infinte can be heard by those who
have ears to hear.
We are looking at ways of developing an environment in
which awe and wonder can be evoked through music,
silence, the spoken word, movement and communion with
one another; an ambience in which we are engulfed into
the majesty and mystery of the Divine.
Deep communion with the Divine triggers authentic
change and opens our hearts to see the unseen;
experience the ineffable and hear the still, small voice. This
process leads us to become more deeply human. "When
we are... able to receive the loving presence of God both embodied in others and hidden in
their hearts, we experience God as love. The experience of such love results spontaneously
in gratitude, praise and joy. This is not the 'duty of being grateful' I'm speaking of. I mean an
upwelling, heart-breaking, heart-opening thankfulness and joy that such love could be, that
we could be in it. That it could be in us, that we are all in it together." Patricia Loring
from"Plain Living" Catherine Whitmire p.69
To this end, we envision music as art in which we participate in song and listening, not merely
as spectators, but as witnesses of truth and beauty; new configurations which will encourage
reflexive musical engagement. Worship. Crossing the bridge from earth to heaven... "the
sensory world into open-ended mysteries that shatter, engage and transform the entire
being..." "The World Turned Inside Out" Tom Cheetham p.151 "Epiphany that reveals the soul
to itself as a being of light whose presence illuminates the world" Ibid. p.55
With gratitude and humilty in having the privilege to serve our church, a microcosm of the
universe
In Christ
Leela Koilpillai
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Finance
Treasurer’s Report by: Lucille Dickinson
In March I started reporting on financial aspects of the church, so that you feel informed
about how things operate and how the church is doing financially. This month I want to
highlight the income from pledges and unpledged offerings.
To recap the big picture of the church’s 2022 budget, the total budget as amended at the
May congregational meeting is $775,700.
On the income side,
o Pledges, unpledged offerings, and Second Sunday offerings support 43%,
o building use income supports 29%, and
o transfers from the endowment fund support 22%.
o The budget as emended in May projects that 6% will be covered by bequests
received since late 2019 which were not placed in the endowment fund and,
therefore, have very fortunately been available to support the church during
the pandemic and its effects on income.
• On the expenditure side,
o $387.300 is budgeted for staff,
o $82,500 is budgeted for major repairs and $186,200 for facilities (but note that
building income of $224,000 offsets much of the major repairs and facilities
spending).
o The remaining $119,700 is allocated to benevolences, mission, and parish
programs.
Pledges, unpledged offerings, and Second Sunday offerings total $334,000 and support 43%
of the budget. A large portion of this amount -- $309,000, or 93% – is composed of amounts
that members and friends pledge to the church by the beginning of the year. Pledges and
their fulfillment are important to the ability of the church to reliably plan its worship, mission,
and parish programs. For 2022 the church received 79 pledges, from individuals or from
couples who pledge together. (Altogether, 112 persons -- individuals or members of couples- make financial pledges.)
•

As you read in my column last month, the church has tried to make it easy for members and
friends to fulfill their pledges – checks in the offering plate at worship, checks mailed to the
church office, online giving through PayPal or Vanco, and with donations of stock. I send
out periodic statements on where a pledge stands, so that its status is not a surprise at the
end of the year.
As usual, the Finance Commission and ad hoc stewardship committee will be planning and
conducting outreach this fall asking members and friends to consider a financial
commitment (pledge) to the Church.
I want to use this space each month to answer your questions. Please send me your
questions and I will try to de-mystify the numbers, lucilledickinson@aol.com. The Finance
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Commission and I seek broad involvement, transparency, and checks and balances in
stewarding your money.

Care of Parish

Coffee Hour is Back: Check Your Hosting Date
Care of Parish has taken the liberty of signing folks up for coffee hour
through the end of the year (with the exception of the July 4th
weekend when there will be no coffee hour), using emails in the
church directory. This is a return to our pre-COVID system of scheduling
coffee hour hosts and one that has worked well in the past. You should
get an email reminder for the date when you are signed up to host,
but click here to take a look at get it on your calendar now. If you
can't make your date, please try to either trade with someone or find a
substitute. No one should be signed up more than once for the rest of 2022 unless you
volunteered for a dual sign-up, but if you find that you are signed up more than once feel
free to either find a substitute or let Mark Jensen, Chair of Care of Parish, know. Click here to
view instructions for hosting coffee hour. Thank you for helping bring coffee hour back!
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Social Action & Awareness
Commission
Second Sunday Special Offering: Street Sense
Journalism can transform lives. Street Sense is documented
evidence of that reality. September’s Second Sunday offering
benefits the D.C.-based media outlet. Street Sense lives into its
commitment to end homelessness in the District by raising
awareness, spotlighting solutions, and empowering people in our
neighborhoods through storytelling. The unique media
organization challenges “perceptions of homelessness and those
it affects while creating common ground upon which we can
build a stronger community” via film, theater, photography,
audio, illustration, and other projects—in addition to journalism.
Let us give generously.
Reclaim our Vote Postcard Campaign: Volunteers Needed
Reclaim our Vote is a non-partisan voter outreach campaign from
the Center for Common Ground that aims to empower
underrepresented voters and combat voter suppression, one voter
at a time. First Church is participating in conjunction with the
Potomac Association Justice & Witness Action Network. Volunteers
are needed to hand-write postcards to mostly rural, elderly voters of
color that have been unknowingly deregistered in voter-suppressed
states to assist them in re-registering. Active voters of color also
need to be contacted via hand-written postcards to request
pledges to vote and to stimulate community organizing. 9 million
postcards were distributed in 2020. First Church has 1,000 postcards
for the upcoming 2022 elections - please email Michael Hopkins
at michael.hopkins.129@gmail.com if you’d like to be involved.

Worship Commission
Fall Worship Theme: Gathered from the Four Corners of the Earth
This fall, our worship theme will be "Gathered from the Four Corners
of the Earth," as we continue to follow Dr. Wilda Gafney’s Women’s
Lectionary for the Whole Church. In worship we will explore how
God draws us from many lived experiences, locations, seasons of
life, and identities to worship and be in community together on the
spiritual journey. Join us his month for Labor in the Pulpit Sunday
(September 4), Homecoming Sunday (September 11), Faith &
Democracy Sunday (September 18) and beyond.
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Nurture Program on Worship: September 18
Join Rev. Amanda, Leela Koilpillai, and the Worship
Commission to explore the purpose and flow of worship.
Why do we worship? What role does music play? What
elements of worship resonate with you, and what elements
resonate with the person sitting next to you? How do we
design worship services that meet the hunger of the heart
and draw people nearer to God? What makes a worship
service meaningful across generations, to longtime
members, far flung friends, and newcomers alike? Join us for an engaging discussion as we
hear from our Senior Minister, Director of Music Ministry, and listen to one another. This will be
a hybrid program taking place after worship in the sanctuary and accessible by Zoom.

Faith and Justice:
Labor in the Pulpit
September 4th, 2022
Dr. Joseph McCartin
Georetown Univeristy &
Kalmanowvitz Iniative for the Working Poor

For our seventh year, First Church will be honoring Labor Day through a service dedicated to
pursuing justice for the working poor.
Earlier this year, the Poor People’s Campaign highlighted that 140 million Americans are living in
poverty, where they are struggling to support themselves and their families. Despite a booming
stock market and low unemployment, working families continue to face significant challenges.
Wages remain stagnant, even in the face of high inflation for household goods. Due to low
wages, many are taking on additional jobs to help make ends meet. Too few employers provide
their employees with quality jobs that include healthcare, leave, and retirement benefits to help
employees and their families flourish. In the face of these challenges, workers across the country
are waking up and demanding more from their employees. More cities and states are passing
paid sick leave laws and other protections for working families. Many from the faith community
are raising their voices to demand just policies to support workers’ rights and help end poverty.
First Church is thrilled to join this chorus by hosting Labor in the Pulpit, an initiative sponsored by
Interfaith Worker Justice, where we direct our attention and use our power to make a difference
in the lives of the working poor.
This year, we are delighted to welcome Dr. Joseph McCartin to serve as our guest preacher. Dr.
McCartin is both a professor at Georgetown and the Executive Director of the Kalmanovitz
initiative for Labor and the Working Poor. Dr. McCartin is an expert on U.S. labor, social, and
political history. His scholarship focuses on the intersection of labor organization, politics, and
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public policy. He is the author of more than 130 articles, chapters, and reviews in the fields of
labor history and labor studies. Most recently, he is co-author with Melvyn Dubofsky of Labor in
America. His current research explores the twin crises of declining labor organization and
diminishing democracy, tracing both the decline collective bargaining in the United States and
current efforts to reimagine and revive it. He also is exploring the impact Covid-19 has had on
the US labor market, Us economy, global cities and labor policy.
He is the founding Executive Director of Georgetown's Kalmanovitz Initiative for Labor and the
Working Poor (KI), which he has led since 2009. The KI is a leading labor research, education,
training, and innovation center that draws on Georgetown’s distinctive identity—including its
Catholic and Jesuit traditions and prominence as an arena of policy debate in the nation’s
capital—to develop creative strategies that will improve workers' lives and strengthen their
voices at work. McCartin is a member of the board of the Catholic Labor Network, the steering
committee of the Interreligous Network for Worker Solidarity, a contributing editor to Labor:
Studies in Working-Class History, and member of the International Advisory Board/Conseil
Consultatif international, Labour/Le Travail.
Previous Speakers at First Church’s Labor Day Justice
2021 - West McNeil, Executive Director of Labor and Religion (NY) and chapter leader for the
Poor People’s Campaign
2020 – Jasmine Martier, Volunteer Director of Simply Smiles (Cheyenne River Reservation)
2019 – Terry Flood, Executive Director of Jubilee Jobs (DC)
2018 – Allison Dunn-Almaguer, Organizer for the Washington Interfaith Network
2017 – Lauren McFerran, Member of the National Labor Relations Board
2016 – Andrew Hamilton, Director and Health Analyst for SEIU
We look forward to welcoming Dr. McCartin and we hope you can join us!
Please email Rev. Sam McFerran for any questions at mcferran.sam@gmail.com.
September 25 Sermon & Talk-Back with Rev. Dr. Ron Hopson
On Sunday, September 25 we look forward to warmly welcoming the Rev.
Dr. Ron Hopson back into our pulpit. He will serve as preacher and also
lead a talk-back after worship to discuss his sermon. Dr. Hopson holds a
joint appointment at Howard University on the faculty of the Department of
Psychology and the School of Divinity. He is an ordained clergy in the
United Church of Christ and has served UCC churches as Adjunct Pastor,
Interim Minister and Designated Senior Minister. He is also a licensed Clinical
Psychologist in the District of Columbia. Dr. Hopson teaches courses in psychoanalytic
psychotherapy, psychopathology, addiction, sexuality and the Black church, and the
psychology of religion and pastoral care. His most recent work is on
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progressive preaching within Black church tradition, and the psychological implications of
mainline Christian theological ideas such as atonement. He is an associate member of First
Church and previously served on our pastoral staff.
Sign Up as Scripture Reader or Liturgist this Fall
Click here to sign up to serve as
a scripture reader or liturgist in worship this fall as we
launch a new worship theme, "Gathered from the Four
Corners of the Earth." We welcome members and
friends, local and far flung, adults, youth and children
to participate. Your voice helps make us who we are,
so please take a moment to sign up. Our worship is
enriched by your active participation.

Outreach and Membership
Commission
Be Part of our Extravagant Welcome – Sign Up to be
an Usher
Whether it’s welcoming members back to in-person
worship or greeting strangers when they wander in
wondering just what goes on in here at 10th and G,
you can be on the front lines on Sunday mornings.
You don’t have to have any experience: Veterans or
new recruits: It doesn’t matter. We need two to
three usher/greeters each Sunday. If interested,
please sign up using this link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4FAAA72AA1FF2-first1

Christian Education
Faith
Formation
Fun
in the Fall!
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Friends, we hope you have had a terrific summer. We can’t wait to see you this Fall when
we will have a wonderful season of Faith Formation for our children and youth!
This Fall will include:
• Sunday School classes for 4-6, 7-12
• Outdoor Gatherings
• Youth Activities
• A Fall date to re-open the Nursery
SUNDAY SCHOOL
For Sunday School, our hope is to rebuild the Sunday School to have the type of community
among children, youth and families that we had before the pandemic. We believe that
the strongest way to build community is through in-person Sunday School. By physically
being together we feel that we can best strengthen friendships, engage in meaningful faith
formation activities, and have fun.
However, we realize that we might not be ready yet to return to full pre-pandemic
scheduling, as people still have different comfort levels around the pandemic, and some
people’s schedules have changed over the last 2 years, making it more difficult to get to the
Sanctuary on Sunday mornings.
So, we will adopt a gradual approach. This approach will emphasize 2 Sundays per month
called Community Sundays that we will encourage families to attend. On these Sundays,
we will provide greater Sunday School programming. We will still offer Sunday School on the
other non-holiday Sundays but to a lesser degree.
For September and October, we will be exploring the Spiritual Practices of Making Peace
and Forgiveness.
Sunday School Schedule through October:
9/11 – Community Sunday
9/18 – Community Sunday
9/25 –Sunday School with a trip to Seneca Creek Park on 9/24 or 9/25
10/2 – Community Sunday
10/9 – No Sunday School (Indigenous Peoples’ Day)
10/16 – Community Sunday
10/23 – Sunday School
10/30 – Sunday School or Halloween Gathering at Garfield Park

YOUTH ACTIVITIES
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Our Youth will have a terrific fall with outdoor gatherings, service projects, and the
exploration of what it means to “to love your neighbor as your selves.” Through this lens, we
will explore the issue of immigration in the US and how it impacts young people. By exploring
the Dream Act and the recent forced busing of immigrants from Texas to DC, we will explore
the journey of the immigrants – where they are coming from, why are they leaving, and what
challenges must they overcome. The culmination of the Youth Fall will be attending the
showing of the play, Sanctuary City at Arena Stage, a story of two young immigrants who
must overcome many challenges to create a life for themselves in the United States.

Youth Schedule
9/11 – Community Sunday with Youth Gathering
9/25 – Trip to Seneca Creek Park on 9/24 or 9/25
10/2 – Community Sunday with Youth Gathering
10/16 – Youth Zoom with Immigration Attorney
10/23 – Service Project
10/30 – Youth Zoom with Youth Advocacy Organization
11/6 – Sanctuary City at Arena Stage on 11/5 or 11/6

For any questions about Children or Youth Fall Activities, please contact Rev. Sam at 202-2945437 or mcferran.sam@gmail.com
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Facilities
Check out these events in September!
First Saturday Milonga, September 3, class at 9:00 pm,
dancing at 10:00 pm. To connect generations and reach
populations that otherwise would not be exposed to tango,
such as older adults, veterans, members of the LGBTQ+
community, and underprivileged youth. Repeats on
October 1. www.tangomercurio.org
Downtown DC Chamber Series, September 16, at noon.
Friday Morning Music Club is excited to present its inaugural
concert on September 16th at noon. We offer music that spans from baroque to
contemporary era, and for solo as well as chamber ensembles. Please come join us for a
free noon concert every third Friday of the month." Free.
Francis Poulenc, Sonata for Flute and Piano
Takeaki Miyamae, flute
Rosanne Conway, piano
César Franck, Prelude, Chorale and Fugue
Ryan McNamara, piano
Amy Beach, Romance for Violin and Piano, Op. 23
Eduard Baghdarsarian, Nocturne
Sofi Mikayelyan, Ethnodance
Christine Kharazian, violin
Andrew Kraus, piano
Repeats on October 21, November 18, and December 16. https://fmmc.org/

The 2022 Parker Lecture, September 22 17 at 8:00 am. Join in celebrating
the 40th Annual Parker Lecture. Maya Wiley, President & CEO, The
Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights will deliver this year’s
Parker Lecture. Jessica J. González, Co-CEO, Free Press will receive the
Everett C. Parker Award. Talila "TL" Lewis, co-founder of HEARD, will receive the Donald H.
McGannon Award. $25 - $500. www.uccmediajustice.org
Check the Live! at 10th & G Facebook page for more information:
https://www.facebook.com/liveat10thandg/
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September 2022
Friday, September 2
Labor Day Observed

6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Sunday, September 4
9:30 am
Bible Workbench
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Coffee Hour

Sunday, September 18
9:30 am
Bible Workbench
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Coffee Hour
11:45 am Nurture Program

Monday, September 5
Labor Day
7:00 pm Sanutary Meeting
7:30 pm CE Monthly Meeting

Council Meeting
Outreach & Membership

Tuesday, September 20
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Drop-In Center
7:00 pm Quarterly Group

Tuesday, September 6
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Drop-In Center

Wednesday, September 21
12:15 pm Break Away Meditation
7:30 pm
SAAC Meeting

Wednesday, September 7
12:15 pm Break Away Meditation

Sunday, September 25
9:30 am
Bible Workbench
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Coffee Hour
11:45 am Sermon Talk-Back

Sunday, September 11
9:30 am
Bible Workbench
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Ice Cream Social

Tuesday, September 27
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Drop-In Center
6:30 pm Council Meeting

Monday, September 12
7:30 pm Finance Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, September 13
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Drop-In Center
6:30 pm Council Meeting

Wednesday, September 28
12:15 pm Break Away Meditation

Wednesday, September 14
12:15 pm Break Away Meditation
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We are an Open & Affirming congregation, welcoming all LGBTQ+ individuals and
families into the full life and leadership of our church.

Ministers – Friends & Members of the Church
Senior Minister – Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss
Associate Minister – Rev. Sam McFerran
Building Manager – Mr. Byron Adams
Director of Music Ministry – Leela Koilpillai
Administrative Assistant – Ms. Trista Dunlap
Sexton – Ms. Ines Marquez
Members in Discernment –Lynaya Morris, LaTayna Purnell
945 G Street NW, Washington DC 20001
Phone: 202.628.4317 • www.firstuccdc.org
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